
Getting to Turku – travel guide 
 

Here you’ll find information on how to reach Turku. We provide guidelines on how to get to Turku 

by slow travel and by plane. If it is possible for you, we recommend traveling to Turku by land as 

this will greatly reduce the emissions of your trip. 

 

Getting to Turku by slow travel 
 

If it is possible for you, we recommend traveling to Turku by land as this will greatly reduce the 

emissions of your trip. We have outlined the trip to Turku from a few key places in Europe that we 

assume people might be traveling from, including time estimations of when you should start your 

travel at the latest, and example trips with maps. Please bear in mind that these are only a few of the 

options available for slow travel, and because it is slow travel, you can usually hop on the train/bus 

along the way as well. All travel routes (A–C) have been tested by a member of the organizing 

team. These are: 

A) The Eastern route: Warsaw–Turku, BUS + FERRY + TRAIN/BUS. 

B) The Western route: Hamburg/Berlin–Turku, TRAIN + FERRY. 

C) The Scenic route: Hamburg/Berlin–Turku, TRAIN + BUS. 

 

To find a route from your hometown to our chosen starting points (Warsaw, Hamburg, Berlin) we 

recommend consulting https://www.bahn.com/en – they usually have accurate schedules for nearly 

all of Europe. If you wish for flexibility for your trip, we recommend traveling with an Interrail 

Global Pass (https://www.interrail.eu/en) and/or planning for enough time for your layovers. 

 

Examples of travel time by train to our chosen starting points: 

Barcelona–Hamburg approximately 21 hours 

London–Hamburg approximately 10 hours 

Paris–Hamburg approximately 9 hours 

Budapest–Warsaw approximately 11 hours 

Prague–Berlin approximately 5 hours 

Rome–Berlin approximately 15 hours 

 

 

 

https://www.bahn.com/en
https://www.interrail.eu/en


A) The Eastern route: Warsaw–Turku, BUS + FERRY + TRAIN/BUS. If you are arriving from 

Eastern Europe, or wish to minimize time, cost, and emissions, you might want to take the eastern 

route. 

 

To make it to Turku by the beginning of the conference, you would need to leave Warsaw on the 

28/8/2023 at 20:50 at the latest.  

From Warsaw, we recommend taking Luxexpress (https://luxexpress.eu/en/). You will want to 

search for Warsaw Central station 04–Tallinn Coach station. Depending on your departure time, you 

will have several options either to get to Tallinn in 17 hours while spending the night on the bus, or 

you might want to stop in Vilnius or Riga on the way to get a good night’s sleep in a hotel or hostel. 

We recommend buying tickets for the bus early, as the prices go up with demand.  

 

From Tallinn Coach station you can take the tram (2/4) or a bus (2/15) to the port (30–45 minutes). 

From the port you can use one of three ferry companies to get to Helsinki: 

https://www.eckeroline.com, https://www.sales.vikingline.com, or https://en.tallink.com/en/book-a-

cruise. Eckerö line is usually the cheapest. If you are on a budget, please note that buying a round-

trip might be cheaper than one-way. When booking, please note the time limit for boarding – if you 

arrive just before the ferry leaves, you will not be allowed to board. 

Helsinki–Turku by train: From the Helsinki port you will need to get to the Helsinki railway station 

by tram or bus. You can consult https://www.hsl.fi/en for the best way to get there. Please note that 

there are three ports in Helsinki that you might be arriving in: Olympiaterminaali and Länsisatama 

near the centre and Vuosaari port further away in Eastern Helsinki. The port of arrival will be stated 

on your ferry ticket. Finally, from the Helsinki railway station, you can take a train to Turku 

(Kupittaa) in less than two hours. For tickets, please consult https://www.vr.fi/en. If you have an 

https://luxexpress.eu/en/
https://www.eckeroline.com/
https://www.sales.vikingline.com/
https://en.tallink.com/en/book-a-cruise
https://en.tallink.com/en/book-a-cruise
https://www.hsl.fi/en
https://www.vr.fi/en


international student card (ISIC), edit your passenger details to ‘student’ for half price on train 

tickets.  

 

Helsinki–Turku by bus: From the Helsinki port you will need to get to the Kamppi mall by tram or 

bus. You can consult https://www.hsl.fi/en for the best way to get there. Please note that there are 

three ports in Helsinki that you might be arriving in: Olympiaterminaali and Länsisatama near the 

centre and Vuosaari port further away in Eastern Helsinki. The port of arrival will be stated on your 

ferry ticket. From Kamppi, you have a couple of bus companies that you can use to get to Turku: 

https://www.matkahuolto.fi/en or https://www.onnibus.com/home.  

 

EXAMPLE TRIP: Direct bus Warsaw–Tallinn 28/8/2023 12:20–6:55 29/8/2023. Take the tram to 

Tallinn centre, breakfast in the centre. Walk or take a tram or bus to the port, Eckerö line ferry to 

Helsinki at 12:00–14:15 (arrival in Länsisatama). Take tram number 7 to Helsinki railway station. 

Train Helsinki–Turku 15:36–17:25. Spend the night in Turku and get ready for the conference 

starting the next day.  

 

B) The Western route: Hamburg/Berlin–Turku, TRAIN + FERRY. This is the fastest option for 

arrivals from Western/Southern Europe.  

 

To make it to Turku by the beginning of the conference, you would have to leave Hamburg on 

28/8/2023 at 10 PM at the latest.  

https://www.hsl.fi/en
https://www.matkahuolto.fi/en
https://www.onnibus.com/home


There is a direct night train from Hamburg to Stockholm. Alternatively, there are several trains 

during the day with 1–3 changes. For tickets, see https://www.sj.se/en. (Please note that the tickets 

for the day trains will be made available later in March).  

(NOTE: There is also a direct night train from Berlin to Stockholm. For tickets, see 

https://www.snalltaget.se/en)  

From Stockholm you will need to take the subway (T13) to the port (approximately 20 min). From 

the port you can choose between two ferry companies to get to Turku 

https://www.sales.vikingline.com, or https://en.tallink.com/en/book-a-cruise. 

 

From the Turku port, you will need to take a local bus to get to the city centre https://www.foli.fi/en.  
 

EXAMPLE TRIP: Night train in sleeper car Hamburg–Stockholm 28/8/2023 22:01–9:56 

29/8/2023 (Train 346). Spend the day in Stockholm. In the evening, take the subway to the port. 

The Viking line ferry to Turku leaves at 20:00 (compulsory room with bed and shower on ferry). 

Arrive in Turku on 30/8/2023 at 7:35.  

 

C) The Scenic route: Hamburg/Berlin–Turku, TRAIN + BUS. This is a good option if you have 

time and resources and wish to minimize the emissions of your trip.  

 

To make it to Turku by the beginning of the conference, you would need to leave Hamburg on 

27/8/2023 at 10 PM at the latest.  

https://www.sj.se/en
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There is a direct night train from Hamburg to Stockholm. Alternatively, there are several trains 

during the day with 1–4 changes. For tickets, see https://www.sj.se/en. (Please note that the tickets 

for the day trains will be made available later in March).  

(NOTE: There is also a direct night train from Berlin to Stockholm. For tickets, see 

https://www.snalltaget.se/en)  

From Stockholm central station you can take a night train to Luleå. For tickets, see 

https://www.sj.se/en. From Luleå, you need to take a bus to the town of Haparanda/Tornio at the 

border of Finland and Sweden. For tickets, see https://ltnbd.se/en/plan-trip/ (NOTE: if you are 

traveling with an interrail pass, this bus is included in the interrail network, so you will not need a 

ticket). Due to the holiday season, there may not be any busses directly from the same bus station, 

so you might have to walk 10 minutes to the Tornio City Hall. Note that due to the time difference, 

you will lose one hour when you cross the border (leave Sweden at 13:00 à arrive in Finland at 

14:00).  

There is a bus from the City Hall to the Kemi railway station. For tickets, see 

https://www.matkahuolto.fi/en. From Kemi, you can take a direct night train to Turku. For tickets, 

see https://www.vr.fi/en.  

EXAMPLE TRIP: Night train in sleeper car Hamburg–Stockholm 27/8/2023 22:01–9:56 

29/8/2023 (Train 346). Spend the day in Stockholm. Night train in sleeper car Stockholm–Luleå 

28/8/2023 18:10–6:42 29/8/2023. Take a bus Luleå–Haparanda 10:20–12:55. Walk over the border 

to Finland to the Tornio City Hall (10 minute walk). (Note the time difference between Sweden and 

Finland, crossing the border -> + 1 h!) Take a bus Tornio–Kemi 15:00–15:30. Night train in sleeper 

car Kemi–Turku 19:24–7:33.  

  

https://www.sj.se/en
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https://www.vr.fi/en


Getting to Turku by plane 

 

1) HELSINKI/VANTAA AIRPORT: If you are planning to get to Turku by plane and you are not 

departing/in transit from one of the few airports directly connected to Turku (see below), you will 

probably need to use the network of international flights to Helsinki Airport (Vantaa). Once there, 

you have two ways to reach Turku: 

• Direct Bus from Helsinki Airport: Matkahuolto company offers a bus service running daily 

from Helsinki Airport to Turku. All buses leave from Airport Terminal 2. Some of them 

include a quick transfer in Espoo, whereas those named ‘express’ on Matkahuolto website 

provide direct link without transfers https://www.matkahuolto.fi/en 

 

• Train from Helsinki Airport: when buying the train tickets make sure that you put ‘Helsinki 

Airport’ as your station of origin, so that the first stretch by local train between Helsinki 

Airport and Pasila transfer station is also included in the price. Due to ongoing maintenance 

works on the railway network, all trains arriving from Helsinki terminate their journey at 

Kupittaa station (Turku’s secondary station: https://goo.gl/maps/aZ9vp7X9WTA7FAPE8 ) 

For this reason, make also sure to set ‘Kupittaa’ as your destination station when buying the 

tickets on VR webpage or app https://www.vr.fi/en/train-tickets?ref=header 

 

 

2) TURKU AIRPORT: The city of Turku has also its own international airport located 8 kilometres 

to the north of the city centre. Direct flights are available to/from Gdansk, Riga, Rome, and Stockholm 

(twice per day). You can reach the city centre from the airport: 

• By bus: bus no.1 runs from the airport to the city centre at an average frequency of one every 

15 mins and one every half an hour after 10 pm. The price of a single ticket is 3 € and the trip 

takes approximately 20 minutes. Timetables and itineraries are available on 

https://www.foli.fi/en  

 

• By taxi: The cost of a taxi ride from the airport to the city centre is approximately 30 euros. 

In order to compare different companies and lock a fixed price, you can use O2Taksi app 

https://02taksi.fi/english/  The app is available in English and bookings can be made either in 

advance or on the spot. 

 

3) TAMPERE AIRPORT: Depending on your departure point and travel schedule, you may also 

consider Tampere airport. Direct flights connect Tampere with Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Malaga, 

Munich, Riga, and London-Stansted, and new routes are planned to start in May with Milan-Malpensa 

and Nice. Bus line 103 operates between the airport and Tampere city centre. Tampere is 

approximately 170 Km from Turku, which can be reached from Tampere city centre either by train 

(https://www.vr.fi/en/train-tickets?ref=header) or by bus (https://www.matkahuolto.fi/en). Please 

note that trains from Tampere arrive at Turku Central Station, but do not stop at Kupittaa railway 

station. 
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