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"We want the prison to educate convicts, but can a system 
of education that is directed at man reasonably be designed 
to act against the will of nature?" (Foucault, 1975, p. 310). 

 
"You see, the important thing is that we have shown that 

the impossible becomes possible. Ten, fifteen, twenty years 
ago it was impossible for an asylum to be destroyed. [...] 

Now we know what can be done. [...] Next to the asylum we 
have another institution with a similar integrative function: 
the prison" (Basaglia & Ongaro Basaglia, 2000, pp. 3–24). 

 
"When education is not liberatory, the dream of the op-

pressed is to be the oppressor" (citation of social movements 
fighting against mass incarceration taken from [Freire, 4]) 

 

Figure 1 - APAC - São João del-Rei - Entrance 

Can there be a prison without police or 

armed personnel, where prisoners have keys and do 

not escape? Can people who have committed mur-

der, drug trafficking, and rape live together peaceful-

ly in those units, without violence? Can there be an 

educational project capable of convincing up to 80% 

of the people who complete their education not to 

commit further crimes? Can this project cost half as 

much as a traditional prison? Can this project be 

born, grown and established in a country like Brazil, 

where homicidal violence has caused more than a 

million deaths over the last thirty years? We lived 

with these 'terrible criminals' side by side for over a 

month, sleeping and eating inside these 'prisons'. 

The analysis of the promises of this model is the ob-

ject of our research. 

There is an international consensus that edu-

cation, social inclusion, and the reintegration of per-

sons deprived of their liberty should be a priority for 

justice systems (United Nations Standard Minimum 

Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners [the Nelson 

Mandela Rules], 2015).   
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Further studies analysed different education-

al models referred to as exemplary and explored 

which of these are focused on reintegration and re-

cidivism reduction. Among these we can mention the 

autonomous areas managed by the "universities in 

prisons" in Argentina (Friso & Decembrotto, 2018; 

Umpierrez, 2016), the "prisons without police" of the 

Associations for the Protection and Assistance of 

Convicts (APACs) alternative models to understand 

how they can be used to rethink and revise the edu-

cational proposals to promote inclusion of people 

who are convicted in society. 

 

Figure 2 - APAC - São João del-Rei – Inner courtyard 

 

The APACs, which we analysed through a col-

lection of documents and a period of ethnographic 

research in two model units, were created in 1974 in 

Sa o Jose  dos Campos, Sa o Paulo, Brazil, under the 

leadership of lawyer Mario Ottoboni. Today, they 

serve an average of 3,500 people, spending around 

1,050.00 Brazilian reals (250 euros) per month per 

person hosted. The Social Reintegration Centres of 

the Associations for the Protection and Assistance of 

Convicted Persons are described as a peaceful and 

aesthetically pleasing environment, with a relaxed 

atmosphere that neither demoralises nor generates 

anger, as we found during the field period (RESTA N, 

2017). Convicts wear their own clothes and are 

called by their names; they maintain their identity 

and are considered citizens, holders of rights, who 

are serving a sentence. The spaces are not over-

crowded; they are clean and free of unpleasant 

odours, with an architecture designed to carry out 

educational activities geared towards re-entry into 

society.  

The absence of violence and armed security 

personnel, according to official speeches, is achieved 

through a security policy based on structuring less 

tense relations between officials and people de-

prived of their freedom. This is achieved through re-

spect for human rights and the dignity of people, 

which is done by sharing clear, known rules. Convicts 

are responsible for managing the keys to the "prison" 

and are also responsible for cleaning, organisation, 

discipline and security, in a "co-management effort 

with APAC officials, volunteers and administrative 

staff" (Resta n, 2017, p. 9). 

On the other hand, in the pedagogical field, 

several theoretical proposals reflecting on education 

and prison have been formulated, supporting our 

considerations about social reintegration and going 

well beyond ordinary school education (Costa, 2006; 

Piero & Letizia Caronia, 1993). This objective, how-

ever, has not been fulfilled since the historical out-

break of prison use, as we can see in the analysis of 

prison reforms (Foucault, 1975).  

People with different types of convictions 

and also undisciplined people in prison are present 

in APACs. The APACs claim that 'we are all recover-

ing' and that no one is irrecoverable.   
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The APACs embrace the project of educating 

society through the reduction of prison walls pro-

posed by Gomes. (2006b), bringing society closer to 

the structures. Educating society is also the process of 

taking responsibility away from the technicians alone. 

There is a sharing of responsibility with society as a 

whole, instead of pointing to "professionals" as solely 

responsible for the success or failure of the social re-

integration process, as Baratta had hoped (1990). 

The barriers to the practical implementation 

of reforms have been subsequently confirmed by dif-

ferent studies in prisons (Foucault, 1975; Garland, 

2001; Goffman, 1961; Wacquant, 1999). 

There is a gradualness of the educational pro-

posal. It is not possible to change life immediately or 

magically; in fact, we see that convicts are at different 

levels of reintegration. The returnees can progres-

sively access semi-open and open regimes that allow 

more freedom, making a progressive reintegration 

into society possible during the sentence, rather than 

merely after it is over. 

Various other potential points and issues have 

emerged, such as the difficulty of accessing formal 

employment for ex-convicts. Although these will not 

be addressed here for the sake of conciseness, they 

have been addressed in separate articles (Grossi, 

2020). We see, therefore, that it is of fundamental im-

portance that the debate on reforms does not elimi-

nate the debate on the abolition and overcoming of 

prison, as Angela Davis reminds us (2003).  

Angela Davis reminds us of the need to think 

of a constellation of alternatives to reduce the use of 

prison until its extinction becomes possible. 

Mathiesen (1974) highlights the tactical importance 

of reforms within a strategic framework aimed at 

abolition. For Mathiesen, every reform must be 

thought of as an incomplete process that opens up 

spaces to demand new reforms, until the definitive 

overcoming of the prison.  

Figure 3 - On the right, the coordinator of the convicts with Freire's 

quote on his shirt – APAC Itaúna 

The APACs can be a new tool within a complex 

constellation of alternatives. We therefore call for the 

entry of universities into prisons; we demand the 

right to education for all, as well as better services, a  

reduction in violence and torture, release from pris-

on, and the use and invention of new educational 

communities, without forgetting the structural injus-

tice that permeates imprisonment, bearing in mind 

that "education does not transform the world, educa-

tion transforms people. People transform the 

world" (quote on APAC T-shirts, taken from Freire 

(1974)). 

 

 

 

 

* Sergio Grossi: is PhD in Pedagogical, Educational 

and Instructional Sciences - University of Padua - Italy 

and PhD in Education - Universidade Federal 

Fluminense - Brazil. Please click here for further in-

formation.  

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sergio_Grossi
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sergio_Grossi
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3. Workshops/Public Events  (webinars) 

• Global Prison and violent Extremism. Critical Theories, Case Studies, Methodologies—8-9 March 
2021—This international and multidisciplinary symposium, organised by EG member Gill Chantraine, is 
devoted to the analysis of what the fight against "violent extremism" does to the functioning of peniten-
tiary institutions, in terms of practices, experiences and expertise. The aim is to understand the han-
dling by the State, through the prison administration, of those whom it does not consider and des-
ignate simply as "delinquents" or "criminals", but more fundamentally as "enemies of the State" 
and "threats to national security". In doing so, we propose to examine how States modify and reconfig-
ure their security policies when their monopoly of legitimate violence is put to the test, be this by 
strengthening traditional prison practices or implementing exceptional regimes. Please click here to have 
further details about dates and topic, and to register.  

• Book presentation: Building Bridges: Prisoners: Crime Victims and Restorative Justice— 23 Febru-
ary 1-2.30 pm @University of Hull— Prof. Gerry  Johnstone and Prof. Iain Brennan, will present their last 
book.  Building Bridges, based on action research funded by the European Commission, provides a com-
prehensive evaluation of a programme of restorative meetings between victims and prisoners in seven 
European countries. It describes how participation affected victims and offenders. It then frames the so-
cial-ecological contexts of the programmes, discussing how organisational and socio-political factors in-
fluenced their delivery and sustainability. The book offers important insights into the potential of restora-
tive approaches for victims and offenders and reveals the organisational and cultural obstacles to be 
overcome before restorative justice is a regular feature of prisons in Europe. The tension between pro-
grammes which seek to do restorative justice in prisons and the abolitionist leanings of the wider 
restorative justice movement are further examined. Please click here to register.  

4. Resources/ Publications 

• Read, Write, Listen and... Resist! — Prison By Any Other Name: In Conversation with Maya Schen-
war and Victoria Law – Read and Resist! (read-and-resist.org). Maya Schenwar and Victoria Law discuss 
their new book, Prison By Any Other Name: The Harmful Consequences of Popular Reforms and some of 
the main themes underpinning their text in the contemporary period. Podcast available. 

 
• Read, Write, Listen and... Resist!  - Writing for Write and Resist!   The blog has an open call for 

contributions to our Read and Resist! blog and upcoming digital magazine: Read and Resist!: The Issue 
2021. We welcome contributions in all mediums on any aspect of Transformative Justice. More infor-
mation can be found here.   

2. Conference and Call for Papers 

• Global Carceral States: Violence, Transgressions and Technologies of Imprisonment—28-29 May 
2021 (Online)  - Basil Farraj ( bafarraj@birzeit.edu ), Alejandro Prado (alejandro_prado@ucsb.edu ), Leila 
Zonouzi (zonouzi@ucsb.edu ) are inviting contributions from scholars, activists and community members 
and look forward to having this space of discussion across borders between May 28-29, 2021. Paper 
proposals (English, Spanish and Arabic) should be submitted by March 8, 2021 through this link. 
Proposals should include a 250-word abstract, and 100-word bio of presenters.  Papers to be sent 
by May 10, 2021.  

• Panel: Carcerality of and/or on the border  - CfP for the 2021 Royal Geographical Society Annual 
International Conference—31 August-3 September 2021 -  The organisers invite papers that tackle 
questions concerned with carcerality of and/or on the border. Topics might include but are not limited 
to: borders and boundary crossings (e.g. considerations of various practices of migration); negotiations 
of the prison boundary. New territories of the carceral; scholarship that (re)considers the border of the 
discipline of (carceral) geography; scholarship that extends the boundary of existing work in carceral 
geography to case studies and empirical examples beyond the global north. Submission details: Please 
email submissions to Anna Schliehe (aks79@cam.ac.uk) and Jennifer Turner (jennifer.turner@uni-
oldenburg.de), including paper title and abstract (max 300 words), name(s) and affiliation(s) by 28th 
February 2021. Don’t hesitate to get in touch with us if you would like to discuss possible abstracts or 
further details about the call. 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!Au--q2jYNkEvvySc2-9hB5JV-L9V?e=hrZm9y
https://register.gotowebinar.com/#register/5962465053056548109
https://read-and-resist.org/2021/02/02/prison-by-any-other-name-in-conversation-with-maya-schenwar-and-victoria-law/
https://read-and-resist.org/2021/02/02/prison-by-any-other-name-in-conversation-with-maya-schenwar-and-victoria-law/
https://read-and-resist.org/writing-for-us/
mailto:bafarraj@birzeit.edu
mailto:alejandro_prado@ucsb.edu
mailto:zonouzi@ucsb.edu
http://tinyurl.com/globalcarceralconf2021
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5. EG Members’ Papers: 
 
• Moore JM (2019) Expansion, Crisis, and Transformation: Changing Economies of Punishment in 

England, 1780–1850. Social Justice;  Vol. 46, Iss. 4: 5-30.—In this paper EG member John Moore shows 
that prisons emerged in nineteenth-century England not as a response to the declining appeal of corporal 
punishments but after an expansion of those punishments. He argues that a significant expansion in penal 
forms of all kinds became unsustainable, leading authorities to rely disproportionately on imprisonment.  
The article is available at this link.  

 
• Moore JM (2020) “Law”, “order”, “justice”, “crime”: disrupting key concepts in criminology through 

the study of colonial history.  The Law Teacher, 54:4, 489-502—In this paper EG member John Moore 
reviews a final year undergraduate module, “Crime, Punishment and Justice in the British Empire”, evalu-
ating the extent to which it contributed a de/postcolonial perspective within the delivery of a criminology 
programme’s curriculum. To do this the paper first critiques the discipline of criminology and its links 
with colonialism, before describing how this module was designed to address criminology’s “colonial 
problem”. The paper then explores the design and delivery of the module from the perspective of the au-
thor before providing a student perspective on the module based on data collected through five semi-
structured interviews. The article is available at this link.  

 
• Crewe B.  (2020) The depth of imprisonment. Punishment & Society.—Based on a large, comparative 

study of prisoner experiences in England & Wales and Norway,  in this article Ben Crewe explores the 
concept of the ‘depth of imprisonment’ – put most simply, the degree of control, isolation and difference 
from the outside world – in two stages. First, it sets out the various factors that contribute to ‘depth’ i.e. its 
core components. Second, it outlines the most frequent metaphors used to communicate depth, highlight-
ing the ways in which these metaphors bring into focus a range of ways in which the basic fact of imprison-
ment – the deprivation of liberty, and the removal of the individual from the community – is experienced. 
In doing so, the article also makes a case for the adoption of conceptual metaphors as a means of describ-
ing prison systems and regimes, and thereby attending to the ways in which prisoners experience some of 
the most fundamental elements of incarceration.  The article is available here.  

 
• ‘Bussing, R., Gagnon, J. C., Garvan, C., Ribuffo, C., & Houchins, D. (2020). Psychometric properties of the 

Vanderbilt Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder Diagnostic Rating Scale completed by juvenile 
corrections staff. Journal of Attention Disorders, 24, 1521-1529— Joseph Gagnon et Al., in this re-
search tests the psychometric performance of the Vanderbilt ADHD Diagnostic Teacher Rating Scale 
(VADTRS) completed by juvenile corrections (JC) staff.  The paper is available here.  

• Read, Write, Listen and... Resist! — Here you can find the monthly digital reading group sessions 
for 2021. The reading groups are open to all. Registration and readings can be accessed here.  

• Have prisons Learnt From Covid-19? - Special issue of Antigone, a six-monthly review of the penal and 
penitentiary system, is the magazine promoted by the Antigone association. This issue explores the impact 
of the pandemic on the prison system word wild. The special issue include article on: Belgium, Brazil, Bul-
garia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,  Italy, Israel, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Spain, United Kingdom, USA. 
Please click here to download and read the special issue. 

• Immigration Detention in Mexico: Between the United States and Central America  - GlobalDeten-
tionProject.org February Report—Mexico has one of the largest immigration detention systems in the 
world, employing several dozen detention centres—euphemistically called estaciones migratorias—and 
detaining tens of thousands of people every year. Intense pressure from the United States and continuing 
migration from turmoil-wracked Central America have helped drive up detention numbers, which sur-
passed 180,000 in 2019. In late 2020, the country adopted reforms to its migration law prohibiting mi-
grant detention of all children, though many observers expressed scepticism over whether it would be 
respected. Read the full report.  

• Have prisons replaced the pits in our former industrial heartlands? - Phil Mike Jones, Emily Gray and 
Stephen Farrall discuss how the new prisons can offer an economic bonanza to hard-pressed areas is a 
dubious claim at best in Centre For Crime and Justice Studies. What this briefing points to is the in-
terreleationship between governmental economic policies, and the decision to site prisons in the industri-
al wastelands left in their wake. Please click here to download the full report .  

https://search.proquest.com/pubidlinkhandler/sng/pubtitle/Social+Justice/$N/48122/OpenView/2439672204/$B/AFD662BD47134A32PQ/1;jsessionid=C4F9E36B5E817343E2E3994BD4F9798C.i-0c14dc7f74e43b5d5
https://search.proquest.com/docview/2439672204?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03069400.2020.1827787
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1462474520952153#articleCitationDownloadContainer
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1087054717690811
https://1drv.ms/u/s!Au--q2jYNkEvvyNIfpmspAKYKoxb?e=qD7Zz9
https://read-and-resist.org/read-and-resist-2/
http://www.antigone.it/rivista
HAVE%20PRISONS%20LEARNT%20FROM%20COVID-19?%20HOW%20THE%20WORLD%20HAS%20REACTED%20TO%20THE%20PANDEMIC%20BEHIND%20BARS
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/
https://globaldetentionproject.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d192896259213af19e55b99a2&id=9ce81984db&e=2f3dbcfed5
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/about/about-our-work
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/publications/coal-today-gone-tomorrow-how-jobs-were-replaced-prison-places
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“I need a kid like I need a bad heart. A pretty kid is a ticket to trouble... and I'm too old to ask for that. Shit, I haven't 
even booked Tommy the Face in two years. I'm turning into a jack-off idiot “  

Edward Bunke , The Animal Factory (2000) - p. 61 

• Research Assistant— @University of Durham—The Department of Sociology is seeking to appoint a re-
search assistant on a fixed-term, part-time basis to work on a project overseen by Dr Kate O’Brien. The 
appointment is for a part-time research position (6 hours per week). Applications are invited for a Re-
search Assistant in Criminology with a particular emphasis on prisons research- specifically, in the area 
of supporting prisoners and their families. Please click here for further information and to apply.  

6. Campaigns 

• Covid-19, What is happening in the European Prison?  - The European Prison Observatory moni-
tors constantly the prison situation in EU. In the webpage it’s possible to find relevant information on 
prisons in different European countries Please note that the situation is constantly changing and that 
this information might already be out of date.  Please click here to access the EPO page. 

• Greece accused of committing crimes against humanity at its borders- A new report by Legal Centre 
Lesvos accuses the Greek state of committing crimes against humanity at its borders, given the 
"widespread, systematic and violent" nature of the ongoing collective expulsions of people trying to 
reach EU territory. The report is based on testimonies from more than 50 people subjected to collective 
expulsions; it analyses their experiences and the practices of the Greek authorities in light of the statute 
of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. To have further information please go to the 
State Watch webpage here and to read the full report here.  

• Joint statement from women’s centres and women’s specialist providers about plans to build new 
women’s prison places—Women in Prison (WIP), a UK charity that delivers support for women af-
fected by the criminal justice system in prisons, in the community and through their Women's Centres. 
WIP campaigns to end the harm caused to women, their families and our communities by imprisonment. 
WIP launches a campaign and petition to stop the plans unexpectedly announced on Saturday 23 Janu-
ary to build 500 new women's prison places in England. Please click here for further information an to 
sign the petition.  

• INQUEST  - is working to end deaths caused by unsafe systems of detention, a lack of care, the use of 
force and by institutional failure. For almost four decades, we have been the driving force behind im-
provements in the investigation and inquest process and the support offered to bereaved people follow-
ing a state related death.  Please click here for further information.  

7. Opportunities 

https://durham.taleo.net/careersection/du_ext/jobdetail.ftl?job=20000930&lang=en&src=JB10200
http://www.prisonobservatory.org/
https://www.statewatch.org/news/2021/february/greece-accused-of-committing-crimes-against-humanity-at-its-borders/
https://www.statewatch.org/news/2021/february/greece-accused-of-committing-crimes-against-humanity-at-its-borders/
https://legalcentrelesvos.org/category/news/
https://www.womeninprison.org.uk/news/joint-statement-from-womens-centres-and-womens-specialist-providers-about-plans-to-build-new-womens-prison-places
https://www.inquest.org.uk/Pages/Category/campaigns

