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Southern Criminology is a ‘theoretical, empiric 

and political project’ (Carrington et al 2016; 

2018) which has emerged as a reply to Western-

centric – or mainstream – Criminology. It argues 

that dominant criminological knowledge is basi-

cally based on northern experiences, overlook-

ing realities in the Global South, whose roles are 

restricted to be, at best, sources of data. Broadly 

speaking, the Southern Criminology project chal-

lenges reliance on the presumed universal char-

acter of Northern theories and is then aimed at 

southernising and democratising Criminology, 

against the historical trend of one-way theoreti-

cal transfer from the centre to the periphery. 

This would be done, for instance, by extending 

criminology’s gaze and horizons, and showing 

distinct patterns and trends of crime, justice and 

punishment experienced in the Global South. It 

would also offer an understanding of how his-

torical and contemporaneous relations between 

North and South have affected experiences of 

crime and victimisation, as well as trends of 

punishment and the development of penal poli-

cies. Finally, it promises to bring events such as 

colonialism into the centre of criminological 

studies and investigations. 

It seems timely to invest in this project 

now. By organising it as a collective programme, 

this initiative of southernising Criminology is 

getting more and more attention, making North-

ern criminologists aware of its claims. Once, 

Spivak (1988) asked if the subaltern could 

speak. Others have recently been questioning if 

the metropole could listen (see Aas, 2012).  
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Even Northern criminologists have been now 

calling for contributions and highlighting the im-

portance of taking southern, peripheral accounts 

on punishment and society into consideration in 

order to better develop the field of Criminology.  

In practical terms, many conferences, workshops, 

and academic journals have been expressly call-

ing for papers, works and articles aimed at bring-

ing peripheral realities to the centre of the de-

bates. Thus, the juncture is now favourable for 

the development of a research agenda towards 

this direction. 

This favourable scenario may well be a conse-

quence of some trends that so-called developed 

countries have been recently experiencing. The 

Global North seems to be actually coming closer 

to the idea of Global South, rather than vice ver-

sa. The former region has been undergoing crises 

and conflicts of political, economic, social, and 

ethnic dimensions. In this context, Agozino 

(2003: 5) argues that ‘the same criminological 

justifications used to rationalise imperialism 

were imported back to the metropole to justify 

the repressive control of the working classes’. 

Beyond justifications, Godoy (2005) provides 

concrete examples of penal policies and practices 

that were first applied in Latin America and then 

introduced into the US.  

Therefore, understanding southern realities – 

historically characterised by inequality, poverty, 

repression, low levels of democracy and so on – 

and its social relations regarding punishment 

and crime control can be extremely helpful to 

properly understand even the ‘North’. 

Having said that, there still are some questions 

not clearly answered. Paradoxically, one major 

issue is exactly the fact that this project - and its 

‘philosophical, epistemological and ontological 

premises’ (Moosavi, 2019: 261) - has not been 

sufficiently interrogated yet. This might be be-

cause the project has just emerged. Hence, rather 

than providing more sophisticated accounts and 

offering concrete elaborations and contributions 

to the field, it has basically been just launched, 

indicated problems and limitations of the current 

mainstream discipline, and spelled out what it 

intends to do and offer later. Some important 

questions emerge from this work-in-progress 

status. Is Southern Criminology intended to be a 

‘mere’ variant of comparative criminology, evalu-

ating metropolitan theory’s adequacy in periph-

eral settings (Brown, 2018)? What makes the 

project different from previous attempts of de-

colonising or southernising criminology 

(Moosavi, 2019: 262)? Could not the very use of 

the expression ‘Southern’ criminology reinforce 

the normalisation of mainstream, Western-

centric criminology as just 

‘Criminology’ (Moosavi, 2019)? Who can contrib-

ute to the development of this research agenda? 

Only ‘Southern’ criminologists? Only Southern 

criminologists from Southern universities?  
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Where are actually the borders between North 

and South? Do not we need to bring a more ma-

terialist approach into its analytical framework 

to better understand inequality in theory pro-

duction? Is not it an overoptimistic illusion to 

think every Southern knowledge production is 

theoretically rich and well-developed? This is, of 

course, not to play the role of a ‘castrated master 

who castrates his disciples’ (Dussel, 1977). 

Limited space prevents me from going through 

all these relevant questions here. For now, as I 

see this piece more as a call for engagement, I 

can only say identity must not be a criterion to 

prevent anyone from contributing to the devel-

opment of this project. It follows from this that 

who develops, and where Southern Criminology 

is being developed, should not be the most im-

portant questions. It must be highlighted that 

Southern Criminology does not dismiss North-

ern theories but engage in a critical dialogue 

with them. Adapting what Agozino (2003: 162) 

has said, experience is not always the best teach-

er, and being a Southern researcher is not a 

guarantee of perfect understanding of the prob-

lems experienced in the South. That being said, 

carefulness not to become ‘reluctant imperial-

ists’ (Cohen, 1988: 182) is valued. 

Southernising criminology may well be a pivotal 

step for the development and democratisation of 

criminology as a field. Those who are committed 

to these goals may be willing to engage in this 

approach and must definitely feel welcome to do 

so. 
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3. Workshops/Public Events  (webinars) 

• Reducing deaths in prisons: Learning from prisoner lived experience? -3rd November 2020, 
13:00 – 14:30 GM. This webinar presents the first set of findings from an impact project between the 
University of Nottingham (Dr Philippa Tomczak) and the Prisons and Probation Ombudsman (Sue McAl-
lister) which seeks to contribute to a reduction in deaths and safer prisons by linking Ombudsman fatal 
incident investigations to practice in prisons and healthcare. Please click here to register and attend the 
seminar  

 
• Understanding Justice Systems and Moving to a World Without Prisons -5th of November, 5:00

-6:00 GMT. This webinar is apart of the AU Library's Exploring Social Justice Series 2020-2021. Dr. Baz 
Dreisinger, professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, the Executive Director of the Incarceration 
Nations Network (INN) and founder of the Prison-to-College Pipeline program, will discuss how under-
standing justice systems globally is the first step in envisioning and implementing true criminal justice 
reform. Join us for a conversation on incarceration and what the world could look like without prisons. 
Please click here to have further details about dates and topic, and to register.  

 
• Looking inward: migration smuggling and gender in the North  - 29th September 2020 

@ Danish Institute for International Studies - DIIS. Most policy, academic and law enforcement circles 
have long endorsed the claim that the facilitation of irregular migration is dominated by transnational 
organized crime. This seminar flips this script by forcing us to look inward: how does the facilitation of 
irregular migration take place within the global north? DIIS Senior Researcher Ninna Nyberg Sørensen 
has invited Gabriella Sanchez from Migration Policy Centre, European University Institute to open up a 
discussion with all of you. Please click here for further information.  

4. Resources/ Publications 

• Read, Write, Listen and... Resist! — EG members Felicity Adams  and Fabienne Emmerich  have es-
tablished a new web platform that integrates a reading group (Read & Resist) with a blog (Write & Re-
sist) and a podcast (Listen & Resist). The platform (Read & Resist) is live from last Friday. It is a critical 
response to COVID-19, the Black Lives Matter movement, and the limited avenues to share radical out-
looks on these intersecting crises. The platform is underpinned by an intersectional and abolition femi-
nist approach towards transformative justice. They recognise the importance of an accessible, collabora-
tive public platform to share diverse voices during this crisis and beyond. They seek to provide an inclu-
sive platform to host a series of critical perspectives on all aspects of transformative justice in a variety 
of mediums. Read & Resist (Twitter: @Read_and_Resist) is a collective and collaborative forum bringing 
together community, activist, and academic voices on all things transformative justice (broadly con-
ceived). The 14th of October they will launch a reading group—click here for further info.  

2. Conference and Call for Papers 

• Género, Justicia Social e Inserción desde el Contexto Penitenciario—IV Congreso Internacional de 
Acción Socioeducativa— ‘Gender, Social Justice in the prison context’ - 4th International Conference on 
Socio-educational Actions—2-3 December 2020, University of Granada (Spain). Paper can be present in 
Spanish and English. Cal for abstract due to 29th of September 2020. Please click here for the call for fur-
ther information.  

• Special Issue of Punishment & Society: African Penal Histories in Global Perspective—Topics for 
consideration could include (but are not restricted to): indigenous forms of punishment; colonial and 
postcolonial prisons; capital and corporal punishment; political imprisonment; forced labour; and deten-
tion camps. Punishment&Society is interested in articles undertaking detailed case-study analysis of key 
historical trends, showcasing different methodological and disciplinary approaches. The deadline for ab-
stract submissions is September 30th, 2020. Please click here for the call for paper and for further detail 
on the submission.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reducing-deaths-in-prisons-learning-from-prisoner-lived-experience-tickets-119608180287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-justice-systems-and-moving-to-a-world-without-prisons-tickets-118652660301?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.facebook.com/diisdk/
https://www.diis.dk/en/projects/gender-insecurity
http://www.read-and-resist.org
https://twitter.com/Read_and_Resist
https://read-and-resist.org/
https://www.ciase.es/
https://imperialglobalexeter.com/2020/08/17/call-for-papers-special-issue-of-punishment-society-african-penal-histories-in-global-perspective/#:~:text=Call%20for%20Papers%20%E2%80%93%20Special%20Issue%20of%20Punishment,study%20of%20Africa%E2%80%99s%20penal%20
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5. EG Members’ Papers: 

• For Abolition: Essays on Prisons and Socialist Ethics—EG member David Scott connects  the politics of 
abolition to wider emancipatory struggles for liberation and social justice, and he argues that penal aboli-
tionism should be understood as an important public critical pedagogy and philosophy of hope that can 
help to reinvigorate democracy and set society on a pathway towards living in a world without prisons. 
For Abolition draws upon the socialist ethics of dignity, empathy, freedom and paradigm of life to system-
atically critique imprisonment as a state institution characterised by ‘social death’. A systematic critique of 
imprisonment which challenges established views and myths. Examines why there still exists so much po-
litical and other misguided support for a long failing institution. The book is available here. 

• The Routledge International Handbook of Penal Abolition—EG member Michael Coyle and David Scott 
(editors) edited an authoritative and comprehensive look at the latest developments in the 21st Century 
penal abolitionism movement, both reflecting on key critical thought and setting the agenda for local and 
global abolitionist ideas and interventions over the coming decade. The book will be published in Decem-
ber 2020. It is possible to pre-order the book here. 

• Dal Santo, L.P. (2020). 'Populismo penal: o que no s temos a ver com isso?' [Penal populism: what does 
that have to do with us?]. Revista Brasileira de Cie ncias Criminais, 168: 225-252—”This article seeks to 
verify an eventual pertinence of the 'penal populism' hypothesis as the causal determinant of the develop-
ment of practices and policies in the current crime control field in Brazil. Hence, the first part of this work 
is aimed at a theoretical analysis, indicating its historical process of conceptual development, as well as its 
features, determinations and the eventual barriers to its development or perpetuation. “ -  Available here. 

• Chantraine, G., & Scheer, D. (2020). Performing the enemy? No-risk logic and the assessment of prison-
ers in “radicalization assessment units” in French prisons. Punishment & Society—”This article is based on 
a sociological research, combining qualitative interviews and ethnographic observations, undertaken in 
“radicalization assessment units” (RAU) in French prisons. The RAUs are units that hold, for a fixed period 
of time, a dozen prisoners described as “Islamic terrorists” or “suspected radicalization” so that a multidis-
ciplinary team can evaluate their degree of radicalization”. The article is available here. 

• Sim J. (2020) The Modern Prison in a ‘Fear-Haunted World’. The Prison Service Journal. “The first edition of 
the ‘new’ Prison Service Journal was published in January 1971. This was the year of the Attica prison re-
volt. Forty three people, mainly prisoners, were shot dead when America’s National Guard stormed the 
prison. As a result of the state’s brutal intervention, many others were ‘left maimed, tortured and 
scarred…”. The article (and the full volume!) are available here.   

• The Secret Life of Prisons podcast— The Secret Life of Prisons aims to take the bars off prison win-
dows. To shine a light into some of the darkest corners of prisons. It is curious, illuminating, moving and 
informative, this podcast offers more than just a glimpse into what is, for many, an unseen world. The 
presenters are Phil Maguire OBE, Chief Executive of the Prison Radio Association, and the Prison Reform 
Trust’s Head of Prisoner Involvement, Paula Harriott. Each episode of The Secret Life of Prisons takes on 
a theme related to the prison experience and features guests with personal experience. Most have been 
inside. For more information please click here.  To access the podcasts please click here.  

• Inmate Radicalisation and Recruitment in Prisons—Authors: Clarke Jones and Raymund Narag. 
Routledge. The book challenges existing perceptions about prison radicalisation. Whilst not downplaying 
the seriousness of the prison radicalisation threat, it seeks a more balanced interpretation of current 
discussion.  Please click here to pre-order the book. 

• Youth, Community and the Struggle for Social Justice – Authors: Tim Goddard and Randy Myers. 
Routledge—In this book, the authors offer an examination of the creative ideas that twelve US-based so-
cial justice organizations put forward for how participation in social change might spur not only individ-
ual-level change in young people, but community-wide mobilization against the harms resulting from 
the "tough on crime" movement and neoliberal policy. Please click here to pre-order the book. 

https://www.watersidepress.co.uk/acatalog/For-Abolition-David-Scott-9781909976825.html
https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-International-Handbook-of-Penal-Abolition/Coyle-Scott/p/book/9781138354098
https://www.academia.edu/43384304/Populismo_penal_o_que_n%C3%93s_temos_a_ver_com_isso
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1462474520952147?fbclid=IwAR0FjXBZ06D5bU5p33Sp3aYn9wPfCEi5CdKp9Iy2wWzH7V1bK5A33Swaw_E&journalCode=puna#articleCitationDownloadContainer
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/publications/psj/prison-service-journal-250?fbclid=IwAR0gv6fdomoV0W6zf6GQ7XrCN__rC3NEp0EaWnEwr9nb6G7di8rMKVkVi-Q
http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/%20https:/wearestraightline.com/
https://pod.link/1481971681
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Clarke%20Jones
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Raymund%20Narag
https://www.routledge.com/Inmate-Radicalisation-and-Recruitment-in-Prisons/Jones-Narag/p/book/9780367663438
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Tim%20Goddard
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Randy%20Myers
https://www.routledge.com/Youth-Community-and-the-Struggle-for-Social-Justice/Goddard-Myers/p/book/9780367228132
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“If I had simply agreed to serve out my time in prison, doing whatever I could to shorten the sentence, it would 
have been the smartest thing I could do in terms of the future of my own life. It would however have meant lend-
ing my endorsement to the legitimacy of the verdict and sentence issued against me. Instead, I opted for a ges-
ture of complete rejection—flight, escape—to make an unmistakable distinction between truth and lie, justice 

and injustice, the law and blatant abuse of power.” 

― Massimo Carlotto, Il fuggiasco , p. 36 

• Research Fellow in Interdisciplinary Prison Research  - Full Time/Fixed Term Contract for 36 
months—University of Birmingham. The post-holder will be a key part of an interdisciplinary team ad-
dressing critical questions about the afterlives of the Victorian prison in the period after 1901, and con-
tinued operation of Victorian-era prisons in the UK. Please click here for further information and to apply.  

 

6. Campaigns 

•  New project examines alternatives to immigration detention - A project launched by the Italian Co-
alition for Civil Liberties and Rights (Coalizione Italiana per le Liberta  e i Diritti Civili, CILD) and Progetto 
Diritti will examine and advocate for alternatives to immigration detention. The organisations highlight 
that detention, which is most frequently used in cases of pending deportation, doesn't work: "the ratio 
between the number of repatriated and detained people has always been around 50%, regardless of 
which maximum detention limits are in force. The data hence demonstrates that the 'effectiveness' of the 
immigration detention system is not directly correlated to the length of detention periods." Please click 
here for further information.  

• Belgium: Police brutality and death in custody — A recent incident of police violence in Belgium have 
been compared to the case of George Floyd in the USA. A footage from inside a police station at Belgium's 
Charleroi airport, published by a newspaper, showed a police officer sitting on a detainee's rib cage for 
18 minutes, whilst another officer performs what appears to be a Nazi salute. The detained man, Jozef 
Chovanec, subsequntly died in hospital. The Belgian League of Human Rights (LDH) intervened in one 
these two cases in order to inform the ECtHR about the difficulties the victims of police abuse are facing 
in claiming their rights before Belgian courts. On this occasion, LDH drafted an amicus curiae with the 
aim of informing the Court on the matter and on the main regulatory and practical obstacles that victims 
of police brutality are facing. A summary of the amicus brief is available on LDH's homepage.  

• INQUEST Campaign on Prison — Inquest is calling for urgent and effective action to ensure access to 
justice for bereaved families, to improve prison safety, invest in community-based alternatives and re-
duce the prison population. Please click here to have further information on the campaign. 

•  

7. Opportunities 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/589506
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/CBQ941/research-fellow-in-interdisciplinary-prison-research
https://www.statewatch.org/news/2020/august/italy-new-project-examines-alternatives-to-immigration-detention/
http://www.liguedh.be/
https://www.inquest.org.uk/prisons

