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Across the pond from where most of the readers 

of this newsletter live and work, life has not 

been the same since the murder of George Floyd. 

Despite the many similar murders before, per-

haps because of COVID 19, this time, many more 

are taking notice about how acceptable 

(ordinary) it has become in the US for police 

workers to shoot and kill a person of color for 

doing mundane (ordinary) things like sleeping, 

driving, jogging, and shopping.  

I am an ardent abolitionist regarding all institu-

tions of punishment (law, police, courts and 

prisons). As a scholar I am hard-pressed to find 

a historical moment, or any current event in to-

day’s criminalizing systems of the world, that I 

cannot use as a clear and convincing point in the 

argument for abolition. But what does the mur-

der of George Floyd teach us about what must be 

abolished? Certainly police. But is that all? Will 

ending institutions like police stop murders such 

as that of George Floyd’s? What must be abol-

ished to prevent the violence that makes a police 

murder ordinary? What is it that enables a po-

lice worker to believe such a murder would be 

accepted and how do we go about abolishing 

that? 

Abolishing bigotry alone will not do it. That dis-

crimination and prejudice run amok in the US is 

indisputable (Berry and Gross 2020), but racism 

is not simply the individual acts of discrimina-

tion and prejudice and many racist acts are not 

just the result of explicit bias (Davis 2011). 

Much racism is systemic, a deeply structural sys-

tem, expressed largely through implicit bias, and 

is primarily unconsciously enacted (DiAngelo 

2018).  
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Even when individuals are not racist, the struc-

tures they live within produce racism (Kendi 

2019). Abolishing bigotry will not do it. 

Abolishing the structures alone will not do it. Big-

ots and racists aside, structural inequities aside, 

the problem is far larger; it extends beyond the 

prejudiced individuals and beyond the racist in-

stitutions.  

Even as I (a white man) actively work to be anti-

racist, critiquing and calling for the abolition of 

violent, racist institutions such as the penal sys-

tem, I participate in structures, institutions, and 

behaviors that are inherently racist. All these dai-

ly assure my whiteness wages (Du Bois 1962), 

my white property (Allen 1994), and my knap-

sack of privilege (McIntosh 1989). There is an 

everyday racism that is embedded in everything 

that I participate in no matter how hard I work to 

be an antiracist: my family is full of it, my friends 

are full of it, my education is full of it, my job is 

full of it. I am full of it. So, there I am: I move 

through the world always as a white man, with a 

white frame of reference, a white experience, and 

a white racism. Consequentially, despite the ef-

forts I put out, my whiteness and racism remain 

deeply invisible, even to me. Abolishing the 

structures will not do it. 

How do I abolish what I cannot see? My blind-

ness in race, works much like my blindness in 

gender: harms are perpetrated by men like me 

who actively work – even teach and write – to 

combat sexism, prejudice toward GLBTQ+ per-

sons, and the like. I perpetrate harm because I 

live in a man’s world, was spoon-fed “man’s su-

periority” since birth, and everyday live in a 

world where man-ness thoroughly defines social 

structures, institutions and relationships in ways 

that I do not notice and do not see. How do I 

abolish what I cannot see? 

I have to work harder to see. This is, after all, 

what I daily request of people who are not yet on 

board with me regarding penal abolition. So, in 

reflecting on how I, as a white man, step into it in 

my academic work as I interact with people of 

color (and importantly women of color), here are 

some things I see:  

• I approach time, energy and individual re-

sources without considering that there is work 

my being a white man has spared me, but that 

my colleagues of color and women are not 

spared. 

• I practice and expect in others a working style 

that I describe as “effective,” “constructive,” 

“efficient,” “productive,” “strategic,” “good plan-

ning,” and “good for everyone,” but which a non-

white or non-man person may experience as con-

descending, directive, better-than, demeaning, 

oppressive, and exhausting. 

• I as a white man practice and expect in others 

a working style that mirrors mine, without con-

sideration of how that is experienced by people 

of color/women who have been burdened with 

white men’s “authority,” “superiority,” “better-

than-ness,” and “know-it-all-ness.” 

• When I rarely get called out for how my white

-man-acting is impacting a situation or another 

person, I immediately experience and express 

erudite defensiveness, justification, and paltry 

responsibility/accountability of how I do indeed 

act out of my whiteness, gender, privilege, and 

unconscious bias. 

• I blindly work to recruit others to support my 

whiteness, gender and privilege – especially 

where it encounters resistance. 
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• I participate in “objective” thinking, “neutral” 

valuing and emoting, and carry a tone that privi-

leges dominant white man models and automati-

cally denies, suppresses and oppresses people of 

color and women, their experiences, thinking, 

valuing and emotions. 

• I move in the world, despite knowing much 

better, with a performative assumption that peo-

ple of color and women experience the world as 

made up of equals – which is how my whiteness 

and gender lead me to experience the world – 

and this assumption denies the constant experi-

ences that my women and people of color col-

leagues are having. 

I can abolish my blindness by continuously and 

rigorously working to see more. If abolitionism 

has taught me anything, it is that while our puni-

tive institutions (law, police, courts and prisons) 

are an irrecoverable problem and must be abol-

ished, if we believe that is enough, nothing will 

change.  

I think we are the conditions for George Floyd’s 

murder and it happened as M.L. King Jr. (1963) 

long ago suggested such things always would: by 

good people not being willing to shed the light 

onto themselves. It is not an exaggeration to say 

that George Floyd was murdered because of how 

I (and white people like me), live life.  

This is not blaming white people; this is not 

blaming white men; it’s just being honest about 

the impact of maintaining the world whites were 

born into and constructed in. The only thing we 

can blame such a person for is their denying that 

this is how our world is and refusing to take re-

sponsibility for changing it. 
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3. Workshops/Public Events  (webinars) 

• Black Abolitionist Reading & Discussion Group - to inform collective strategy and aboli-
tionist movement-building. Black Abolitionist reading groups are for black folks only. If you’re 
not black join Abolitionist Futures Reading Group. Recently we have seen a huge uptake in inter-
est in abolitionist ideas as abolitionist discussions enter more mainstream conversations. Partic-
ularly in response to the killing by police of George Floyd, global solidarity and protests of Black 
Lives Matter and the violent police responses to these. Click here for the reding list and here to 
attend the webinar (multiple sessions).  

• Prisoners: an internationalist perspective—15th July 2020 h. 18.00 – 19.00 (BST)—An 
event hosted by the King’s Legal Clinic with the Transnational Law Institute. Please note this 
event will be hosted virtually via MS Teams. You will receive the link prior to the event. Please 
click here to register for the event. 

• What is the state? Is it just another word for “the government”, or something more? -
seminar series with multiple dates (see link below) - What role do institutions like the police and 
prisons play in our society, and how can we change that? How can we respond to issues like 
crime and antisocial behaviour in ways that don’t rely on violent coercion from state authorities? 
The webinar series discusses all these questions, and more. This series is split into five sessions 
running fortnightly. Please click here to have further details about dates and topic, and to regis-
ter (multiple sessions).  

4. Resources/ Publications 

• Centre for Crime and Justice Studies—Since the start of the coronavirus crisis CCJS has been 
tracking its impact on the criminal justice system. The webinar series ‘Social Distance Justice’ 
has been hold in partnership with The Open University. Please click here for the all seminar se-
ries. 

• Book: Issues and Innovations in Prison Health Research. Methods, Issues and Innova-
tions. Maycock M., Meek R., Woodall J. (Eds.) - Despite prisons often housing people from ex-
tremely disadvantaged and deprived communities, many with multiple and complex health 
needs, health research is generally neglected within both criminology and medical sociolo-
gy.  Through the fourteen chapters of this book, a range of issues emerge that the authors of 
each contribution reflect upon. Please click here to pre-order the book.  

2. Conference and Call for Papers 

• Is prison a democratic space? 2nd International Symposium on Gender and Prison Culture—
Coimbra (Portugal) October 16 and 17, 2020.  Deadline for submission: 30 June 2020. Please 
click here for further information and for the call for papers.  

• Global Prison And Violent Extremism. Critical Theories, Case Studies, Methodologies—
Lille (France), deadline: 2nd November 2020—This international and multidisciplinary sympo-
sium is devoted to the analysis of what the fight against "violent extremism" does to the func-
tioning of penitentiary institutions. Please click here for the call for papers.  

• Journal of Modern Slavery - topical issue: Forced migration and modern slavery: un-
planned journeys of exploitation and survival —Deadline for submission 15th September 
2020. This special issue seeks to explore the relationship between forced displacement and 
modern slavery, understood broadly. Please click here for the call for papers. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abolitionist-futures-online-reading-discussion-group-tickets-108548651940?aff=affiliate1
https://abolitionistfutures.com/reading-lists
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/black-abolitionist-futures-reading-discussion-group-tickets-108631965132?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/prisoners-an-internationalist-perspective-tickets-109790392018?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-state-crime-prisons-and-the-police-tickets-103071096424?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch#listing-organizer
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=5588&qid=1112662
https://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9783030464004
https://sigep.pt/en/presentation-2/
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Au--q2jYNkEvtWAMVqFUDUZ_3lFp
https://networks.h-net.org/node/73374/announcements/6187483/journal-modern-slavery-topical-issue-forced-migration-and
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5. EG Members’ Papers: 

• Marketisation and Privatisation in Criminal Justice—Kevin Albertson, Mary Corco-
ran and Jake Phillips (Eds.). This collection offers a comprehensive review of the origins, scale and 
breadth of the privatisation and marketisation revolution across the criminal justice system. In-
cluding  contribution of EG Members including Mary Corcoran, Vickie Cooper, Steve Tombs, Mon-
ish Bhatia and Vick Canning. Please click here to order the book.   

• Calling us heroes just makes it ok when we die’: Constructing Coronavirus News—EG mem-
ber Joe Sim reflects on the mediatic construction of the COVID19 pandemic. “The restricted for-
mat generated a specific narrative, a drive towards a consensus which constructed insiders – 
those who supported a response based on national unity – and outsiders – those who did not. In-
evitably, this drive marginalized other narratives and distracted attention from the devastatingly 
bad decisions the Prime Minister, and his government, had made”. Available  here.  

• Shine a light on police funding—EG Member Tony Plat reflects on the movement to defund the 
police in US. “It urges us to try something that has never been tried on a national scale: question 
the assumptions of a policing goliath that requires almost five times as many employees as the 
nation’s social workers; and imagine a society without  systemic inequality and injustice that does 
not need a policing, guarding, and security force of at least 4.3 million”. Available here.  

• Parmar, A., Earle, R., & Phillips, C. (2020). Race matters in criminology: Introduction to the 
Special Issue. Theoretical Criminology.  “As race scholars and criminologists we are attuned to 
Du Bois’s (2007: 106) still meaningful injunction to ‘oppose this national racket of railroading to 
jails and chain gangs the poor, the friendless and the Black’. Yet we have become concerned that 
criminology seems rather inured to the long-standing and deeply entrenched patterns of race and 
criminal justice which characterize many high-income countries, and certainly England and Wales 
and Australia, which are the geographical focus of this Special Issue of Theoretical Criminology”. 
Available here. 

• Gagnon J. C. (2020). The solitary confinement of incarcerated American youth during 
COVID-19. Psychiatry research, 291, 113219. “In spring 2020, various states of emergency, stay
-at-home orders, and school closures were enacted due to COVID-19. Since then, American juve-
nile correctional facilities (JCFs) have faced a complex situation that requires consideration of 
staff and youth safety and physical health, the need for social distancing, and the high prevalence 
of youth with mental disorders”. Available here.  

• Dirga L. (2017) Body as a Project: The Relationship Czech Prisoners Have to Their Bodies. 
Sociológia 49(6). “The text focuses on the relationship inmates have to their bodies during im-
prisonment. The data presented in this study are based on ethnographic research carried out in 
Czech men's high security prisons.. Available here.     

• Book: The Prison Cell.  Embodied and Everyday Spaces of Incarceration. Turner J., 
Knight V. (Eds.) - This book advances conceptualisations and empirical understanding of the 
prison cell. It discusses the complexities of this specific carceral space and addresses its signifi-
cance in relation to the everyday experiences of incarceration. Please click here to pre-order the 
book.  

• Solidarity and Care during the COVID-19 Pandemic—Solidarity and Care during the COVID-
19 Pandemic is a public platform supported and produced by The Sociological Review that doc-
uments and reports on the lived experiences. Please click here for further information. 

• Race as a Carceral Terrain: Black Lives Matter Meets Reentry—The Prison Journal Special 
Issue 99 (4), 2019—Guest Editor: Jason M. Williams. Please click here to access the special issue. 

• Global Detention Project—June 2020 Newsletter . Please click here to read the newsletter 

https://policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/marketisation-and-privatisation-in-criminal-justice
https://ccseljmu.wordpress.com/2020/05/13/calling-us-heroes-just-makes-it-ok-when-we-die-constructing-coronavirus-news/
https://goodtogo.typepad.com/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1362480620930016#articleCitationDownloadContainer
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/342091473_The_Solitary_Confinement_of_Incarcerated_American_Youth_During_COVID-19
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321832986_Body_as_a_Project_The_Relationship_Czech_Prisoners_Have_to_Their_Bodies
https://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9783030399108
https://www.thesociologicalreview.com/
https://www.solidarityandcare.org/take-part
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tpj/99/4
https://mailchi.mp/d7733d8a95cf/global-detention-project-june-2020-newsletter?e=2f3dbcfed5


European Group for the Study of Deviance & Social Control - An international network working towards social justice, state accountability and decarceration                ISSUE 8 

6    
PPD WG TEAM 

 

“Prisons are the temples where devils learn to prey. Eve-
ry time we turn the key we twist the knife of fate, because 

every time we cage a man we close him in with hate ”  

Gregory David Roberts (2003) Shantaram, p.404 

• PhD Position— University of Oslo, Faculty of Social Science. Please click here for further infor-
mation and to apply 

• PhD Position—10 Quintin Hogg Trust PhD Studentships, University of the Westminster (UK). 
Please click here for further information and to apply 

• Post-doctoral research associate—The University of Bath part-time/fixed term post-doc posi-
tion. Please click here to apply.  

• Senior Researcher(s) Position—Max Planck Institute for the Study of Crime, Security and Law, 
Freiburg - Germany. Please click here for further information and to apply.  

6. Campaigns 

• INQUEST stands in solidarity with the family of George Floyd—Deaths in custody are a 
global human rights issue. Inquest stands alongside the families of all those who have died at 
the hands of the state or in its institutions.  Please click here to read the full statement and here 
to read about Inquest’s campaigns.  

• Race, policing and criminal justice: Statement from BSC Race Matters Network on events 
in the USA  - After recent events in the USA, culminating in the death of George Floyd, The 
Steering Committee of the BSC Race Matters Network wishes to express its solidarity with the 
Black Lives Matter movement and those African Americans and other minorities whose pres-
ence is regularly violently threatened by the state itself - BSC Race Matters Network on Race, 
Policing and criminal justice  Statement. Please click here to read the full statement . 

• These Walls Must Fall—During the Covid-19 crisis, These Walls Must Fall is hosting online 
fundraising events streaming music and performances online. We're looking for musicians, DJs 
and performers who can take part, and people with technical knowledge of streaming platforms 
who can help it run smoothly. Please click here for further information and to support the cam-
paign. 

• Border Violence Monitoring Network monthly report—In this report, the stories of 736 
people subject to pushbacks in the Western Balkans and Greece are told. The Border Violence 
Monitoring Network continued to record high levels of illegal cross-border removals through-
out the COVID-19 lockdown period and into the relaxation of measures. Please click here to 
read the full report.  

7. Opportunities 

https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/CAJ902/phd-research-fellow-in-sociology
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/CAC491/10-quintin-hogg-trust-phd-studentships-at-the-university-of-the-westminster
https://www.bath.ac.uk/jobs/Vacancy.aspx?ref=SB7612
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/CAL612/senior-researchers-m-f-d
https://www.inquest.org.uk/george-floyd
https://www.inquest.org.uk/Pages/Category/campaigns
https://www.britsoccrim.org/networks/race-matters-network/
https://detention.org.uk/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/balkan-region-report-april-may-2020/#more-14771

