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I. Editorial 

Some people who have conducted actions that are criminalized or of great harm are 

sentenced to imprisonment, some are not. The knowledge that prisons are filled with 

persons with the common traits of being young, male, urban, and poor is nothing 

new, neither is the knowledge that those actions that might be seen as the most 

harmful often has few consequences for the ones responsible. However, we might 

need to be reminded about this from time to time. It is also fruitful to look at it from 

new perspectives and to keep the discussion about it alive due to the harmful 

consequences for us as a society and for the individuals it involves.  

 

In this March newsletter Vincenzo Ruggiero presents his new book which addresses 

the second categories mentioned – great harms that often goes by without 

consequences. Ruggiero takes us through a history of crimes without criminals, 

concluding with its structural ties to free market and the state. While David Scott 

discusses the secrecy surrounding the planned mega prisons in the UK. Mega 

prisons which most likely will be filled by the first category – the young, male, urban, 

and poor. Scott calls for investigative journalists and whistleblowers to provide the 

public with information about the planned prisons due to the harmfulness of 

building new prisons, concluding that a fruitful method to decrease suffering is to 

reduce the prison population rather than the planned increases.  

 

The European Group is planning to mobilize support against such prison 

expansionist polices across Europe and needs your help. Please see page 9 in this 

newsletter for a request for volunteers that are able to translate moratoriums on 

prison building across Europe.  

 

We would like to remind you about the deadline for call for papers for the European 

Group annual conference in Lesbos. The deadline is 30 April. See more information 

about the conference here and at page 10 in this newsletter. Please be aware that 

some details have been changed and added in the call.  

 

 

In solidarity, 

Ida and Per 

 

  

http://www.europeangroup.org/?q=node/117
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II. Crimes without criminals 

By: Vincenzo Ruggiero 

There are crimes without victims and crimes without criminals. Financial crime 

belongs to the second type, as responsibilities for crises, crashes, bubbles, 

misconduct, or even fraud, are difficult to establish. The historical process that led to 

the disappearance of offenders from the financial sphere is fascinating. 

In the Christian consciousness love for money was seen as a repugnant signal of 

greed and an obstacle to salvation: “No one can serve two masters: you cannot serve 

both God and Money”. This biblical precept, however, was accompanied by the 

ambiguous command: “Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s, and unto 

God the things that are God’s”. St Francis was well aware of the threat hidden 

behind this dictum, as Christians might interpret it as a justification to establish the 

separate kingdom of Mammon. Usurers, however, were deemed “financial sinners”, 

offenders whose earnings relied upon the exploitation of time, their finances being 

valorized through deferral. This was a sacrilege: time belongs to God. Eventually 

usury was able to move freely in the Christian conscience when, as historian Jacques 

Le Goff suggests, the invention of Purgatory made it a venial and redeemable sin. 

There were no sinners or criminals behind the financial bubble caused by the Dutch 

“tulip mania” in the late 1630s, when a bulb of the magnificent semper augustus 

reached the value of a Rembrandt’s painting. Nor was any form of criminal activity 

detected in similar crises occurring in Paris and London, where at most the culprits 

were identified as gullible investors who thought they could amass wealth overnight. 

Whether buying flowers or stocks, investors were the victims of ineluctable natural 

causes, calamities that they attracted onto themselves through their own idiocy and, 

as Jeremy Bentham explained, no legislation can de designed to protect idiots. 

Later we keep encountering crises, not sins, let alone crimes. The UK Bubble Act 

1720 attempted to regulate financial practices and prevent manias. But after it was 

repealed in 1825, railways, robber barons, and crooks became the protagonists of the 

century. The collapse of the Royal British Bank and the Tipperary Bank occurred 

while, across the ocean, the careers of legendary tycoons such as Jay Gould, 

Cornelius Vanderbilt and John D. Rockefeller were in full swing. Smaller operators 

or petty embezzlers were targeted, while leading businessmen were condoned. 

Those described as villains managed to establish a reputation as generous 

philanthropists, and as the wealthy Christians of the past atoned through monetary 

donations, the new rich set up charitable organizations. The blame for financial 

criminality shifted more decisively towards its victims, namely imprudent and 

insatiable investors who engaged in what were blatantly fraudulent initiatives. 
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Blaming the victims continued for decades, leading some commentators to equate 

financial crime to rape, and Positivist criminologists to coin the term “criminaloid”. 

How many “criminaloids” were responsible for the crisis of 1929 is hard to tell. 

When Wall Street collapsed it became clear that innovative financial strategies had 

mingled with unlawful schemes, creating openings for adventurers and swindlers. 

In criminology the concept of ‘white-collar crime’ was forged, and offenders of high 

social status and respectability were finally included among its objects of study. John 

Maynard Keynes, who lost a remarkable portion of his investments during the crisis, 

described it as one of the greatest economic catastrophes of modern history, a 

colossal muddle showing how easy it is to lose control of “a delicate machine, the 

working of which we do not understand”. 

The Marshal Plan activated after WW2 helped rebuilding the economy in some 

European countries, but simultaneously gave rise to illicit appropriation of large 

sums and the creation of slush funds financing political parties loyal to the USA.  

The names of Drexel, Milken, Maxwell, and Leeson marked the 1980s and 1990s, 

when the prosecution of some conspicuous villains did not alter the perception that 

criminal imputations in the financial sphere are inappropriate. This sphere, it was 

intimated, contains its own regulatory mechanism allowing for the harmless co-

existence of self-interested actors. WorldCom, Enron, Parmalat and Madoff belong to 

the current century, which reveals how regulatory mechanisms are sidelined by 

networks of greed involving bankers, politicians, and auditors.  

The 2008 crisis, finally, proves how specific measures aimed at avoiding future crises 

are criticized or rejected in the name of market freedom. Commenting on the crisis, 

Andrew Haldane, an Executive Director of the Bank of England, inadvertently 

reiterated Keynes’ notion that knowledge of the financial world is poor and that not 

criminals but individuals immersed in uncertainty populate it: mistakes are made, 

but they are “honest’, not fraudulent mistakes, and anyone could make them given 

how uncertain that world is. 

When the Panama Papers were released, rather than uncertainty, one certainty came 

to light: crimes without criminals occur in grey areas where tax evasion, bribes, 

money laundering, and all other forms of “dirty money” constitute the hidden 

wealth of nations.   

 

Vincenzo Ruggiero is professor of Sociology and Criminology at Middlesex 

University in London. His latest book is “Dirty Money. On Financial Delinquency”, 

published by Oxford University Press in 2017. 
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III. The public should know now where the new prisons 
are going to be built 

 

By: David Scott, The Open University 

The general public should know as soon as possible where the planned new prisons 

in England and Wales are going to be built. On the 7th March an 

appeal failed challenging the non-disclosure in a recent Freedom of Information [FOI] 

request, of a number of councils currently in talks with the Ministry of Justice [MoJ] 

to build a new prison. The appeal supported the original decision that under the 

public interest test it was important to withhold some of the councils who submitted 

plans so that there could be “a ‘safe space’ in which the early stages of discussions of 

this nature can be carried out between the Council and government officials". If we 

are going to discover the location of the new prisons then alternative ways of finding 

out information need to be explored. 

 

 
  

There has in recent weeks been some excellent journalism, including that by local 

BBC radio stations (such as BBC Radio Northampton, BBC Radio Essex and BBC 

Radio Merseyside), highlighting the problems of building new mega 

prisons.  Journalists in South Wales have also been checking carefully whether 

Rhondda Cynon Taf council are planning to build a new prison, resulting in firm 

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/rumours-prison-built-valleys-pure-12724352
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denials published this afternoon in WalesOnline. The investigations so far have 

included engaging in dialogue with local councilors and politicians about the 

location of the proposed new prisons and also opening up the debate to the general 

public for rational and considered discussion. 

  

We need other journalists around the UK to check as rigorously whether prisons are 

planned or not in any of the 20 councils that have been revealed in the FOI response 

last month. Other local councils need also to be pressed for 

information because there is, despite the claims of the MoJ, a clear public interest in 

knowing as soon as possible whether a new prison is going to be built in their 

locality. Whistle blowers may be prepared to come forward regarding plans and 

give details of the likely human and environmental costs that the new prisons will 

bring with them. The harms of a new prison are something that is recognised by the 

MoJ, which is one reason accurate information is hard to come by. 

  

In short, investigative journalism about the new mega prisons (and indeed the 

building of smaller prisons) could be well served by: 

  

1. Investigating the authorities near to the 20 local councils disclosed by the 

MoJ. The councils that have been revealed are largely clustered together.  This is 

revealing as the clusters map onto areas with high levels of prison 

overcrowding.  The exception is Rhondda Cynon Taf, which is isolated.  Given that a 

number of councils that submitted details of suitable land have been withheld and 

the high levels of prison overcrowding in this region, the release of the name of only 

one council has fueled suspicions that a local authority somewhere in South Wales is 

planning to build a new prison.  

 

What we do know from the "safe space" policy is that the councils which are most 

likely to be planning to build a new prison probably remain undisclosed. We 

therefore need people to check if any local councils near to those that have 

been disclosed are currently in discussions with the MoJ. When pressed recently, 

Greater Manchester local authority indicated that it is currently in discussions to 

build a new prison. If carefully questioned other local authorities may also reveal if 

this is the case. 

 

2. Questioning local authorities which have an old prison on expensive land in an 

inner-city area. The explanatory notes of the Prison and Courts Bill (published 

February 2017) reiterated the policy to close old prisons (on expensive land) and to 

use the money from the sale to build a larger and cheaper prison near to this (on 

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/rumours-prison-built-valleys-pure-12724352
http://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/local_authorities_that_submitted
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much cheaper land) as a replacement and part of the plans for expansion of 10,000 

prison places. 

  

3. Highlighting the local authorities which have the most overcrowded prisons: as the 

prison building plans are also about increasing capacity to ease crowding, another 

indicator of where the prisons could be built would be in areas where a new prison 

can most effectively reduce pressure on prisons which are most overcrowded. 

  

4. Focusing especially on any local authorities which combine all three of the above 

(i.e. have a prison / prisons which are overcrowded; have an old prison in inner-city 

area or on potentially expensive land; and reflect the mapping of prisons revealed in 

the FIO disclosure). 

  

Prisons are profoundly harmful to local people, local environments and local welfare 

and health services. There is a clear public interest for information on the new 

prisons to be made widely available as soon as possible.  

  

The general public should be told about the potential negative impact of a new 

prison on the community, such as in terms of land and house value, concerns around 

safety, loss of jobs through prison industries, impact on families of prisoners, 

deterioration in local health care provision, harm to local reputation and workings of 

democratic accountability alongside the need for residents and business to engage in 

long term planning (among a number of other economic, social, environment and 

political considerations). 

  

Given the historic failings of the prison to meet its rehabilitation goals and the 

current tightening of government budgets, when it comes to dealing with 

overcrowded prisons the most sensible and rational approach is to reduce the prison 

population. We should not be spending taxpayers’ money on new mega prisons but 

rather reinvest the proposed money to help ordinary people in the community and 

ensure that all people have access to decent health care, welfare provision and 

education. 

  

Pressure has been mounting on the government since the start of the year to halt the 

£1.3bn prison building programme. Grass roots organisations, including Reclaim 

Holloway, JENGBA, INQUEST and SMASH IPP are calling for a moratorium on 

prison building. 

 

 

http://downsizingcriminaljustice.wordpress.com/2017/01/26/pressure-mounts-for-immediate-halt-to-prison-building/
http://downsizingcriminaljustice.wordpress.com/2017/01/26/pressure-mounts-for-immediate-halt-to-prison-building/
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IV. Request for Volunteers: Translations of Moratoriums 

on Prison Building from Across Europe 

 

We live in a time when once again governments across Europe are planning to build 

new prisons to increase their overall capacity for warehousing prisoners.  Grass 

roots abolitionist movements in a number of countries in Europe, including Belgium, 

Switzerland and the UK have been mobilising support against prison expansionist 

polices and calling for moratoriums on prison building.  The European Group has 

agreed to provide a forum where these different calls and campaigns in Europe can 

be brought together to provide one united voice.  In the first instance the European 

Group would like to publish the different calls together in an issue of the EG 

Newsletter in both English Language and the original language of publication. 

We are writing to ask for volunteers from across Europe to help us translate the 

existing moratoriums into English. 

If you think you can help please email David Scott [David.Scott@open.ac.uk] or Luk 

Vervaet [vervaetluk@gmail.com] 

 

 In Solidarity, 

Luk Vervaet and David Scott 
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V. Call for papers: The European Group for the Study of 

Deviance and Social Control 45th Annual Conference 

 

 
 

Uncovering Harms: States, corporations and 

organizations as criminals 
 

31 August – 3 September, Mytilene, Lesbos, Greece  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recent years the international academic community has made an effort to define and uncover 

harms by states, corporations and organizations. This effort is stemming from the point of view 

of protecting human rights and preventing social harms. These acts include loss of life, physical 

or other harm, and loss of property. The need for addressing harms by states, corporations and 

organizations is connected both with the need for appropriate orientation of formal criminal 

policy (law, police, administration of justice) and for the awareness of citizens, consumers, 

workers and social movements.   

A root of the problem, the criminal-induced partnership between state, corporate capital, and 

organizations, does not lead to easy answers for a future “better” political management of the 

state. This raises issues of the advocacy of the public interest and universal human rights; it 

highlights the concept of social harm, and sets democracy and the collective as the dominant 

principles. This complex is the contemporary reality, and a criminology that takes a position 

upon this ought to highlight a broader social awareness and action for social change. 

We welcome papers on the themes below which reflect the general values and Principles of the 

European Group. Please forward short abstracts of 150-300 words to the relevant stream 

coordinators by 30th of April 2017.   

For all general enquiries please contact Stratos Georgoulas at: s.georgoulas@soc.aegean.gr. For 

questions about the European Group, please contact the EG coordinator Ida Nafstad at: 

europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com    

mailto:s.georgoulas@soc.aegean.gr
mailto:europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com
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Streams 
Crimes of the Powerful Working 
Group Stream 
 
Contact:  
samantha.fletcher@open.ac.uk  
 
Contact for the special section: 
emilia@aegean.gr 
 

 Uncovering and examining harmful state-corporate 
relationships 

 Utilising Green/Eco-critical criminology to expose the 
crimes and harms of the powerful  

 Accountability in organisational, state and/or 
corporate crimes and harms 

 Unmasking the crimes and harms of the powerful: 
new trajectories, developments, challenges and 
methodological concerns  

 Activism, protest and resistance endeavours seeking 
to reveal the crimes and harms of the powerful 

 
*Special section*: This year we are seeking to have a 
special section within this stream dedicated to 
considering the current trajectories and developments in 
Turkey and we would particularly welcome papers to 
form a panel or specific stream related to the crimes and 
harms of the powerful in Turkey. 

Post-crash policing: developments 
and implications 
 
Contact:  
g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk  
 

 Post-crash intensification of coercion and surveillance 

 Policing the crisis in the European South: 
developments and comparisons 

 Capitalism, pacification and post-crash policing 

 Containing the police counterattack: problems and 
prospects for police accountability 

 Citizens, activists, communities, movements: 
possibilities for resistance and alternative political 
programmes 

Social harm/Zemiology  
 
Contact:  
C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk  
S.Pemberton.1@bham.ac.uk   

 Social harm an neo-liberal policies, developments, and 
practices 

 Financial crisis, recession and austerity and social 
harm 

 Poverty, inequality and social injustice 

 Social harms relating to classism, sexism, 
heterosexuality, racism, etc. 

 Social harms arising from public/social policy (both in 
terms of interventions and the failure to act) 

 Theoretical/conceptual advances 

 Methodological advances 

Fear and looting in the periphery: 
Approaching global crime and 
harm in (and from) the south(s)  
 
Contact:  
aleforero@ub.edu  
djf@unizar.es 
ignasi.bernat@udg.edu    

 More to come 
 

mailto:samantha.fletcher@open.ac.uk
mailto:emilia@aegean.gr
mailto:g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk
mailto:C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:S.Pemberton.1@bham.ac.uk
mailto:aleforeror@ub.edu
mailto:ignasi.bernat@udg.edu


12 

 

 
Prison, Punishment and Detention 
Working Group Stream  
 
Contact:  
Victoria.Canning@open.ac.uk   
 

 Resistance to control and prison   
 Immigration detention and forced removal   
 Prison and surveillance   
 Surveillance outside the prison   
 Racism, Islamophobia and incarceration  
 Semi-penal institutions   
 Punishment and structural violence  
 Gendered Violence in Prison   

 
PANEL: Resisting The Mega 
Prisons 
 
Contact:  

robert.jones7@southwales.ac.uk 
David.Scott@open.ac.uk 

At the 45th Annual Conference this year in Lesvos we would 
like to organise a panel on "Resisting the mega prisons".  The 
UK government announced in November 2015 that it planned 
to replace older Victorian prisons that are now situated on 
expensive inner-city land with up to nine new and much larger 
prisons.  This 'prison building revolution' in the main is a cost 
cutting exercise as the new prisons will be much larger (mega 
prisons) and built on cheaper land.  
 
The recently opened HMP Berwyn, in North Wales, which 
holds over 2,000 people, is one of the largest prisons in Europe 
and is expected to cost £14,000 p.a. per prisoner compared to 
over £34,000 for prisoners currently being held in prisons of 
the same category.  The other new 'mega prisons' are likely to 
follow a similar model. 
 
Although there has been little new information released since 
the announcement of the new "mega prisons" i 2015, the 
government is without doubt forging ahead with plans 
to increase capacity of the prison estate by 10,000 places and 
to replace older prisoners with new ones.  In November 2016 
it set aside £1.3 billion to transform the penal estate.  Two new 
prison sites have been identified in Wellingborough and 
Leicester and plans submitted to local councils.  There is, 
however, grass roots resistance to the new mega prisons 
involving a coalition of abolitionist inspired groups.   Resistance 
has included direct actions, noise demos, public meetings and 
media engagement to highlight the harms of the prisons and to 
discover where the other new prisons are likely to be 
situated.  Local groups have risen up across the UK wherever 
plans for new mega prisons have been mooted. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to invite academics and 
activists to participate in a "Resisting the mega 
prisons" panel.  We would like to hear stories of resistance, 
strategies for blocking planning and construction and ways 
of mobilising community action.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:Victoria.Canning@open.ac.uk
mailto:robert.jones7@southwales.ac.uk
mailto:David.Scott@open.ac.uk
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VI. Justice, Power and Resistance 

 

The Journal of the European Group for the Study of Deviance and Social 

Control 

 

Volunteers needed 

 

Justice, Power and Resistance – Journal Subscription and Distribution 

Coordinators needed 

To help manage the production of the Journal we need two volunteers: 

A Subscription Co-ordinator to manage the Journal’s subscriptions, ensuring all 

requests are responded to, subscribers invoiced, payments recorded and the 

subscription list kept up to date. This person could be based anywhere as long as 

they have internet access. 

A Distribution Co-ordinator to ensure that the Journal is distributed to all 

subscribers. Initially we anticipate this will be one person and UK-based. This role 

will involve taking delivery of all the copies of each edition, packing them into 

envelopes and using the subscription list provided by the Subs co-ordinator to 

address the envelopes and post the journals out. All the costs of postage and 

packaging will be reimbursed by EG Press (in advance if necessary). 

For further details or to volunteer please get in touch with David 

(D.G.Scott@ljmu.ac.uk); Emma (bell.emma@neuf.fr) or John 

(jmmoore911@outlook.com)  

 

Justice, Power and Resistance – Reviewers wanted 

Future editions of the Journal will have, we hope, a lively and vibrant review section. 

However, this needs you, the members of the European Group, to contribute 

reviews. We are looking for a diverse range which will include the traditional 

academic book review but will also hopefully include reviews of a wider range of 

cultural events – films, fiction, poetry, plays, festivals etc. From 500 to 1550 words 

(possibly longer for review essays on more than one thing), these should be critical, 

engaging and informative. 

mailto:D.G.Scott@ljmu.ac.uk
mailto:bell.emma@neuf.fr
mailto:jmmoore911@outlook.com
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If you are interested in writing a review, please contact the review editor – John 

Moore (jmmoore911@outlook.com) in the first instance to discuss your ideas and 

proposed review. We will try and get you copies of any books you particularly want 

to review. Also, if group members who have recently published material would like 

it to be reviewed, please let us know and we will see what we can do. 

Don’t be shy – your Journal needs you! 

 

Justice, Power and Resistance – activist contributions wanted 

We are keen to publish accounts of activism from members in our new journal. 

These pieces can be short (1,000 to 1,500 words). The aim is to keep members of the 

Group informed about activist activities and the issues they are concerned with in 

the hope of forging new support networks. The European Group has a long history 

of connection to such activities and these links ought to be reflected in our journal. 

If you are interested in submitting an account, please contact David 

(D.G.Scott@ljmu.ac.uk), Emma (bell.emma@neuf.fr) or John 

(jmmoore911@outlook.com) 

 

Justice, Power and Resistance – Proof Readers wanted 

We are looking for Group Members to volunteer to proof-read papers prior to the 

production of our journal. This is not intended to be part of the review process – that 

should have already been completed – but a final attempt to spot any spelling or 

grammatical errors. It is also a chance to read the papers before publication. 

We will need you to keep to deadlines, so if you volunteer to be on our panel please 

be prepared to say no to any requests you are unable to turn around within the 

required timescale. 

Hopefully, if we get a good panel of people, the task will not be too onerous.  

For further details or to volunteer please get in touch with David 

(D.G.Scott@ljmu.ac.uk), Emma (bell.emma@neuf.fr) or John 

(jmmoore911@outlook.com) 

 

 

mailto:jmmoore911@outlook.com
mailto:D.G.Scott@ljmu.ac.uk
mailto:bell.emma@neuf.fr
mailto:jmmoore911@outlook.com
mailto:D.G.Scott@ljmu.ac.uk
mailto:bell.emma@neuf.fr
mailto:jmmoore911@outlook.com


15 

 

VII. News from Europe and Around the World 
 

 

UK 

March 18 2017, UN Anti-Racism Day 

NATIONAL DEMO 18 MARCH: “REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS WELCOME – 

STAND UP TO RACISM, ISLAMOPHOBIA & ANTI-SEMITISM”- BUILD THE 

MOVEMENT AGAINST TRUMP: MARCH AGAINST RACISM 

Assemble: 12pm, (BBC) Portland Place, London; 11am, Holland St, Glasgow; 11am, 

Grange gardens, Cardiff 

*** 

 

“ The impact of colonialism on UK criminal justice “ 

The relationship between Britain's colonial project and the landscape of 

contemporary British society has become a subject of greater interest in recent years 

to both researchers and social activists.  One aspect of this is a 

growing understanding of how colonialism and slavery impacted on the 

development of the criminal justice system in the colonial heartland. 

(Mark Brown, Sarah Gandee, John Moore and Wayne Morrison) 

May 10th, 2017 12:30 PM   to   4:00 PM 

Centre for Crime and Justice Studies 

2 Langley Lane 

London, SW8 1GB 

United Kingdom 

*** 

 

Annual Brighton Trans and Non-Binary Conference 2017 

20th July 2017, 9am-5pm. 

Any queries please contact Suzy Armsden: 

s.m.armsden@brighton.ac.uk, 01273 642204 

*** 

 

Sexuality Summer School: Why Be Normal?  

The University of Manchester, 22 – 26 May 2017 

 

*** 

 

QUEER LIVES PAST AND PRESENT: INTERROGATING THE LEGAL 

Wednesday 29 November 2017 

Birkbeck, University of London 

http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/national-demo-refugees-migrants-welcome-stand-racism-islamophobia-anti-semitism/
http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/national-demo-refugees-migrants-welcome-stand-racism-islamophobia-anti-semitism/
http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/build-movement-trump-march-racism-saturday-18-march-2017/
http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/build-movement-trump-march-racism-saturday-18-march-2017/
mailto:s.m.armsden@brighton.ac.uk
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Positions 

The School for Policy Studies at the University of Bristol wishes to appoint a Lecturer 
in Criminology and a Senior Lecturer/Reader in Criminology to support the successful 
delivery of the BSc in Criminology. The new degree is part of the School’s teaching growth 
plan for undergraduate programme provision.  
 
Located within the broader context of policy studies, and drawing upon social harm 
perspectives, the BSc in Criminology will offer students an innovative education 
in criminology. 

The School, which achieved an excellent research result in the 2014 Research Exercise 
Framework, is seeking individuals who can contribute to the further research and teaching 
success of the School. Teaching in the School is informed by our vibrant research culture, 
and a particular strength of our programmes is that students benefit from teaching staff who 
are experts in their fields. 

Candidates should have excellent broad knowledge of criminological theory, issues, debates; 
specialist knowledge in one or more areas of criminology/social harm; experience of 
delivering high quality teaching in a higher education context; and excellent administrative 
skills. Candidates should also have a good first degree or equivalent in a social science 
discipline, and a PhD or equivalent in Criminology or Social Policy/Public Policy, 
Sociology, Law, or cognate discipline.  

For appointment at Senior Lecturer/Reader level candidates would also be expected to have 
the ability to lead a major teaching programme; ability to inspire and lead a teaching team; 
and the potential to be a research leader in their field, showing an established national 
profile, and preferably an emerging international profile, for their work. 

We particularly welcome applications from candidates with expertise in any area 
of criminology/social harm and whose interests will add to the existing research areas of the 
School. 

There are two full time posts (1 FTE x2 – Lecturer and Senior Lecturer/Reader) available, 
however the School is open to requests for part time working. Both posts are open ended 
contracts.  

The closing date for applications is 23:59 on 26 March 2017. 
It is expected that the final selection process will take place on 26/27 April 2017. 
For further information: see www.bristol.ac.uk/jobs and  www.jobs.ac.uk  
For informal enquiries please contact: 

Christina Pantazis, Director of Learning and Teaching (email: C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk or tel: 
(0117) 954 6766) or  
Professor David Abbott, Head of School (email: D.Abbott@bristol.ac.uk or tel: (0117) 331 
0972). 
 

 

 

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/jobs
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=D.Abbott@bristol.ac.uk
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Redesigning Justice: Promoting civil rights, trust and fairness 

Two-day International Conference 

21–22 March 2018, Keble College Oxford 

Call for papers 

Our relationship with justice is complex. Justice and the systems for delivering 

(criminal) justice are often criticised but rarely is there a credible, achievable 

challenge to the status quo proposed: most want to tinker around the edges.  We are 

witnessing a global climate of mistrust and challenge to the establishment, political 

elites as well as justice leadership.  The time is right to consider the way we do justice 

and what we want the justice system to achieve. 

The conference will shine a light on seemingly intransigent aspects of justice systems 

including what equality and legitimacy mean 50 years after the assassination of 

Martin Luther King and why prison is still so central to justice responses to crime.  It 

will also seek to develop thinking on the changing dynamics of crime with the 

increasing prominence of cybercrime and fraud but also the impact of the changing 

nature of public discourse, with the rise of social media, on justice debates. 

The Howard League is looking for papers from academics, policy makers, 

practitioners, PhD students and researchers from within the criminological and legal 

disciplines, however we are also keen to include contributions from fields of study 

including philosophy, geography, political science and economics. We will consider 

theoretical, policy, practice-based and more innovative contributions around a wide 

range of issues that encompass the broad theme justice and the wider conference 

themes, as well as papers with a focus on: 

 Social justice, human rights and 

penal policy 

 Penality and penal reform 

strategies 

 The role of the state 

 Learning from history 

 Relationship between social 

policy and penal policy 

 Local justice and participation 

 Comparative criminology 

 Innovation and justice 

 Policing 

 Youth justice 

 Politics and crime 

 

Abstract guidelines 

Proposals should be titled clearly and be a maximum of 250 words. Please include 

the proposer’s name and contact details along with the job title or role 

Please submit abstracts via email to: anita.dockley@howardleague.org 

Closing date: 4 December 2017. Decisions will be made by end of December 2017. 

 

mailto:anita.dockley@howardleague.org
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Further information can be found at: http://howardleague.org/events/redesigning-

justice-promoting-civil-rights-trust-and-fairness/ 

Death in Punishment Conference 25-26th October 2017 

Booking is now open for the Death in Punishment conference I'm organising in 

Sheffield. We are very much looking forward to keynote speeches from 

 Deborah Coles (Chair, INQUEST) 
 Professor Nick Hardwick (Chair of the Parole Board, former HM Chief 

Inspector of Prisons) 
 Professor Graham Towl (University of Durham, Member of the Independent 

Advisory Board on deaths in custody, former Harris Review member) 
 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/law/research/clusters/ccr/conferences/death_in_pun

ishment 

Please do book your place if you wish to attend, in order to avoid disappointment.  

We look forward to seeing you in October.  

 

*** 

 

Fighting Trumpism begins at home – with Theresa May’s ‘hostile environment’ 
for migrants 

See: https://leftfootforward.org/2017/03/fighting-trumpism-begins-at-home-with-
theresa-mays-hostile-environment-for-migrants/?goal=0_86e9507a23-9232c08858-
64674525  

*** 

  

OPEN for applications: Network for early career researchers in the criminal justice 
voluntary sector 

 
Dr Philippa Tomczak (Leverhulme Trust Early Career Research Fellow, University 
of Sheffield Centre for Criminological Research) has been awarded a British 
Academy Rising Star Engagement Award to launch the new international, 
multidisciplinary voluntary sector in criminal justice research network for academics, 
practitioners and policymakers, championed by Professor Sir Anthony Bottoms 
(Universities of Cambridge and Sheffield) and Professor Joanna Shapland 
(University of Sheffield). 
 
Given that voluntary organisations are increasingly implicated in criminal justice but 
have attracted little scholarship, Philippa has established an international, 
multidisciplinary network of researchers, practitioners and policymakers working in 
the criminal justice voluntary sector, to be launched through two engagement events 
and developed by promising early career researchers (including PhD students and 
those upto 5 years post PhD confirmation. There are places for international scholars). The 

http://howardleague.org/events/redesigning-justice-promoting-civil-rights-trust-and-fairness/
http://howardleague.org/events/redesigning-justice-promoting-civil-rights-trust-and-fairness/
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/law/research/clusters/ccr/conferences/death_in_punishment
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/law/research/clusters/ccr/conferences/death_in_punishment
https://leftfootforward.org/2017/03/fighting-trumpism-begins-at-home-with-theresa-mays-hostile-environment-for-migrants/?goal=0_86e9507a23-9232c08858-64674525
https://leftfootforward.org/2017/03/fighting-trumpism-begins-at-home-with-theresa-mays-hostile-environment-for-migrants/?goal=0_86e9507a23-9232c08858-64674525
https://leftfootforward.org/2017/03/fighting-trumpism-begins-at-home-with-theresa-mays-hostile-environment-for-migrants/?goal=0_86e9507a23-9232c08858-64674525
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outputs from this unique collective will advance international theoretical and 
empirical research agendas. 
 
The call for early career scholars to join the new voluntary sector in criminal justice 
research network is now open! The scheme notes and application form can be found 
on the right hand side of this webpage:  
 http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/law/research/clusters/ccr/conferences/voluntary_se
ctor_criminal_justice 
 
Please return the application form and your CV to  
p.j.tomczak@sheffield.ac.uk by 12pm GMT on Monday 3rd April 2017. Queries are 
welcome.  
 
This tailored mentoring scheme involves participating in engagement events in June 
2017 and January 2018, and working with Dr Philippa Tomczak, Professor Tony 
Bottoms, Professor Joanna Shapland and Dr David Thompson (University of 
Sheffield) to establish and sustain a criminal justice voluntary sector research 
network. Approximately 10 early career scholars will be selected for the scheme and 
go on to form the network steering group. This scheme offers a rare, prestigious and 
extremely valuable opportunity to contribute to establishing and sustaining a 
specialist international, multidisciplinary, cross-sectoral research network; and offers 
access to cutting edge seminars and international presentation opportunities. 
Please note that the scholars selected will be expected to actively contribute to the 
events and research network, albeit in ways that suit their research interests and 
skills. 
 
If selected for the mentoring scheme, early career researchers will receive free places 
at both engagement events, a travel allowance, refreshments and accommodation 
during the events (and for the night before where required). 
 
There are no specific eligibility criteria, beyond early career status. Enthusiasm to 
participate and develop the network is the key requirement.  
 
We very much look forward to receiving your applications.  
 

  

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/law/research/clusters/ccr/conferences/voluntary_sector_criminal_justice
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/law/research/clusters/ccr/conferences/voluntary_sector_criminal_justice
mailto:p.j.tomczak@sheffield.ac.uk
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  Special Issue of State Crime,      

Volume 7, Issue 2 (November 2018) 

      State Crime and Colonialism 

Call for papers 

This special issue seeks to explore the relationships between state crime and colonialism. 
This includes the historical experiences of European colonialism and empire; settler 
colonialism and its ongoing impacts on Indigenous peoples; and the continuities of 
colonial violence. The aim is to develop dialogues on how understandings of state crime 
might further be developed and reformulated beyond contemporary human rights 
paradigms. 

Potential topics include but are not limited to: colonial genocide and violence against 
Indigenous peoples; dispossession, displacement and the control of resources; colonial 
law and human rights; forced removal of children; and colonial narratives of civilization, 
development and democracy. The deadline for submission of articles is 31 September 
2017. 

The timeline for submission and publication is as follows: 

Deadline for submission of articles: 31 September 2017 
Decisions/Reviewers’ responses to authors: 31 December 2017 
Submission of final versions: 31 March 2018 
Publication: November 2018 

 

Anyone wishing to discuss a possible submission to this Special Issue should feel free to 
contact the Special Issue Editor, Dr. Michael Grewcock (m.grewcock@unsw.edu.au) or 
State Crime’s Associate Editor, Louise Wise (l.wise@qmul.ac.uk), although there is no need 
to do so nor formally register interest. 

State Crime is the first peer-reviewed, international journal that seeks to disseminate 
leading research on the illicit practices of states. The journal’s focus is a reflection of the 
growing awareness within criminology that state criminality is endemic and acts as a 
significant barrier to security and development. Topics covered by the journal include, 
torture; genocide and other forms of government and politically organised mass killing; 
war crimes; state-corporate crime; state-organised crime; natural disasters exacerbated by 
government (in)action; asylum and refugee policy and practice; state terror; political and 
economic corruption; and resistance to state violence and corruption. 

mailto:m.grewcock@unsw.edu.au
mailto:l.wise@qmul.ac.uk
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Slovenia 

The upcoming conference Big Data: New Challenges for Law and Ethics will be 

held at the Faculty of Law University of Ljubljana in Ljubljana, Slovenia on 22-23 

May 2017. 

 

We invite paper proposals from scholars across the social 

sciences and humanities studying big data challenges for law and ethics. 

  

Themes of interest include (tentative list): 

 big data and crime control 

 predictive policing 

 automated justice 

 big data and discrimination 

 big data and social sorting 

 ethical dilemmas and predictive 

analytics 

 big data and international law 

 big data and personal data 

protection law 

 big data and cyber espionage 

 big data and citizen 

empowerment

 

Please submit proposals for papers (300 words) with your name, address and 

affiliation by February 28, 2017 (extended to March 20, 2017). 

 

Venue 

Faculty of Law, University of Ljubljana, 

Poljanski nasip 2, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 

 

Program Committee 

 Associate Professor Aleš Završnik, Institute of Criminology at the Faculty of 

Law, Slovenia, Chair 

 Professor Frank Pasquale, University of Maryland, Baltimore, USA 

 Professor Renata Salecl, Institute of Criminology at the Faculty of Law, 

SloveniaProfessor Katja Šugman Stubbs, Faculty of Law, University of 

Ljubljana, Slovenia 

 Associate Professor Primož Gorkič, Faculty of Law, University of Ljubljana, 

Slovenia 

 

More info and registration and paper submission link available at: 

http://big-data-ljubljana-2017.weebly.com 

 

http://big-data-ljubljana-2017.weebly.com/
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Graffiti by Dolk, Halden prison, Norway (Source: Wikimedia Commons) 

 

 

Please feel free to contribute to this newsletter by sending any information that 

you think might be of interest to the Group to Ida/Per at: 

europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com 

 

Also feel free to contribute with discussions or comments on the published 

material in the newsletter  

 

Please submit before the 25th of each month if you wish to have it included in the 

following month’s newsletter. Please provide a web link (wherever possible).  

 

If you want to subscribe to the newsletter, do not hesitate to send a mail to 

europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com   

 

 

mailto:europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com
mailto:europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com

