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I. Editorial 
 

The European Group for the study of Deviance and Social Control was formed to 

create an alternate critical criminology forum for more than 40 years ago. As one 

may read on the EG web pages:  

 

“Recognizing the dominant influence of Anglo-American criminology, this new forum was 

to be characterized by a distinct European focus. This sense of place was to be significant on a 

further level, linking the conference theme with the conference location and offering support 

to local political activists, for example through press releases and resolutions and sometimes 

even joining them on demonstrations.” 

 

The European Group has never been only for Europeans, but today counts members 

from throughout the world. This has also led to debates on whether one should keep 

the adjective European. Irrespective, we believe the adjective should invite to 

reflections on: what does it today mean to have a distinct European focus? What 

does ‘a sense of place ‘mean in 2016?  

 

In this newsletter we have invited two European criminologists to reflect on what it 

is like doing criminology outside of Europe. Arnold Dandoy, who defines himself a 

third space researcher, writes about his experiences from Haiti. Hilde Jakobsen 

writes from the perspective on her work with gender based violence in Sierra Leone. 

 

 

 

 
In solidarity, 

Ida and Per 
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II. Criminology Betwixst and Between Borders  
 

Arnaud Dandoy 
 

I recently came across an article in The Telegraph (20/11/2015) entitled: “PhDs: a 

world of opportunities await”. The subheading of the article indicates further: “A 

postgraduate degree could be your passport to an exciting new life in another 

country … A PhD could take you anywhere, including the Caribbean.” And here I 

am in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Two months after I received my “passport” from the 

University of Kent, I was on a plane jetting over to live this “exciting new life” as a 

criminologist at the State University of Haiti. In this brief essay I try to engage in 

critical self-reflexivity about my situation and experiences of living as a criminologist 

in Haiti. 

Over the last three years, I have been working both as a lecturer and a consultant in 

criminology. I am a postdoctoral researcher (funded by the French Red Cross Fund) 

at the State University of Haiti, where I also teach criminology at the Faculty of 

Law’s Criminology Master’s Program. My classes include students who are high-

ranked policeman, prison officers, lawyers and judges. In the meantime, I am doing 

consultancy jobs for various non-governmental organizations, national and 

international institutions, including UNICEF and the United Nations Stabilization 

Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). I have been working on multiple topics including 

women in prison, alternative sentences, domestic child work, and NGO security 

policies.  

I define myself as a third-space researcher. As much as the lived experiences of those I 

am researching (whether international aid workers or prisoners), the field in which I 

find myself is characterized by its liminality. Coined by the anthropologist Van 

Gennep (1960), the concept of liminality has been used by a handful of theorists to 

refer to a state of being between two phases. It is a temporary condition that 

traditionally occurs for the purpose of transformation. What I would suggest here is 

that liminality can also be a permanent condition that can be strategically used to 

advance certain purposes. In what follows, I describe the structures and uses of 

liminality in my work as a criminology consultant in Haiti.  

The space occupied by the international community is a liminal space that is 

physically and symbolically isolated from local communities through objects and 

structures of privilege, such as the SUV, the gated aid compounds and the hotel 

(Smirl 2015). Although the field mission is a space of opportunities where a mixture 



  4 

 
 

 

of different kinds of capitals (economic but also social, cultural and symbolical) can 

be gathered, it is also a space characterized by a series of contradictions and 

paradoxes (Baaz 2008; Dandoy 2013; Roth 2015). Finding oneself in the third space 

may be an unsettling experience which can be seen as auspicious to ‘moments of 

panic’ and boundary maintenance. As M.E. Baaz (2008) emphasizes:  

[D]evelopment work implies relocation from the ‘well known and familiar’ to 

a place that is both known (through previous images) and not known. Such 

relocations often give rise to insecurity and experiences of unpredictability, of 

a lack of control, which in turn strengthens the need for safe and predictable 

surroundings from ambiguity. As such, the relocation itself can be seen as 

constituting a good breeding ground for the stereotype – the effort to fix the 

Other. 

For H.K. Bhabha (1994), we can also consider the emancipatory potential of liminal 

spaces where binaries collapse and boundaries dissolve, resulting in new and 

potentially transformative subjectivities and relationships. As I mentioned earlier, 

the space in which I find myself is characterized by its liminality. It is a place of 

strangeness, where established hierarchies and rules are inverted or suspended. It is 

a space of opportunities where exchanges and alliances are contracted and 

combinations and conversions are established that could not be done within a 

bounded field.  

 
(Haiti Graffiti, photo: Arnaud Dandoy) 

 

The analysis of my experience is guided by theoretical perspective of the “space 

between fields” as identified by G. Eyal (2006). Expanding from Bourdieu’s field 
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theory, Eyal proposes to shift the focus away from field analysis to locate the 

production of expert knowledge inside a liminal, boundary space shaped by the 

interaction, participation and collaboration of a variety of social actors occupying 

multiple positions in different sphere activities.  

I introduce myself as a full-time academic working for the State University of Haiti, 

but I do work collaboratively and cultivate strong links with non-academic and 

private institutions. In saving the distinction between those different fields, I have 

been able to mobilize the diversified resources of all these fields and to put forth my 

expertise in an effective way. Over the past three years, I have learned to become 

what N. Guilhot (2005) calls “double agents” occupying pivotal positions at the 

junction of academe, national, and international institutions. I have a foot in each 

world, but by the same token I am somewhat marginal to each of these.  

The strategic use of liminality has been emphasized in the case of think-tanks and 

consultancy organizations (Czarniawska and Mazza 2005; Medvetz 2012; Johnsen 

and Sorensen 2014). Eyal suggests two different trajectories: on the one hand, agents 

can enter into the space between field to amass profits and convert them into an 

improved position within one’s own field (or within adjacent fields). On the other 

hand, agents might decide to remain within the space between fields and exploit the 

fact that it is an under-regulated space, ‘with no close governmental and collegial 

regulation that comes with the status of professions’ (Eyal 2006). Arguably, the 

ability to occupy simultaneously different positions at the junction between different 

spheres of activities is part of the processes through which select individuals are able 

to gain the upper hand in shaping research and policy initiatives. L. Wacquant (2009) 

observes about “policy knowledge” on crime control (e.g. zero tolerance policing) 

that:    

[t]hese knowledges are given form and put into wide circulation by hybrid 

institutions, supposedly neutral, situated at the intersection of the 

bureaucratic, academic, and journalistic fields, university and media, which 

ape research to provide the appearance of a scientific warrant for lowering the 

police and penal boom on neighborhoods of relegation. 

Consultants are usually portrayed as allies of power, as “too close for comfort”. 

Hence R. Walters argues that the symbiotic relationship of criminologists with state 

institutions ‘colonize research agendas with critical voices demarcated to an 

increasingly marginalized periphery’ (Walters 2003, p. 146). It is true that the over-

identification with state or aid agencies can obstruct vigorous, wide-ranging debate. 

I have been facing many obstacles throughout my short-time experience as a third-
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space researcher. Surveys that I have been conducted were never published nor the 

data made available to people who request time (Schwartz 2014) while big donor 

also threatened to cut finding to another consultancy firm which employed me if we 

decided to pursue our study on NGO security policies (Dandoy 2013).  

The state-centric (or aid-centric) orientation of most consultancy jobs can ‘narrow the 

range of research subjects and encourages conformity in outlook and method’ 

(Jackson 2007, p. 2-3). However, the dispersed nature of critical research at the most 

autonomous pole of the academic field also limits the possibility to influence 

research and policy. It also comes at a price in terms of restricted levels of funding 

and lack of access to data from states (or aid) agencies. Yet as long as researchers 

maintain their sense of critical reflexivity towards their own position in global 

networks of power, then they can use these temporary positions of power to 

orientate research in transformative ways. M. B. Smith (2007, p. 9-10) puts on this 

nicely about critical terrorism research:  

A critical scholarship is worked out through maintaining and working with a 

tension, which at least in theory, can be a creative tension. On the one hand, it 

must avoid allying itself to the state, thereby implicating itself in existing 

power relations, whilst still securing funding, and an audience in the 

corridors of power. On the other, whilst securing non-state sponsorship for its 

work is central to the independence of this project, developing the ability to 

work with state policy makers and practitioners, speaking truth to power, is 

equally if not more important in terms of the impact of the work and its 

prospects for effecting change. Furthermore, if critical scholarship is to 

maintain a dialogue with all parties including the state, scholars will have to 

maintain a critical perspective even in the face of policy makers’ and 

practitioners’ pressing demands for concrete answers to problems that they 

assess to be urgent and often life threatening. These various pressures have 

the potential to compromise the quality of research and the integrity of the 

critical (and orthodox) scholar, yet they are part of the force-field one enters 

when engaging in ‘terrorism’ research.  

Drawing on Gramsci’s concept of organic intellectuals, critical terrorism scholars 

have highlighted how much of the methodological and conceptual shortcomings of 

traditional terrorism studies are due to the “embedded” nature of their orthodox 

colleagues (Gunning 2007). However, as Jackson (2007, p. 7), critical terrorism 

scholars are clear about the need for ‘open, respectful but rigorous intellectual 

engagement with traditional terrorism studies scholars … The danger indeed is that 
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[critical terrorism studies] will fail to engage with orthodox terrorism studies 

scholars and security officials and instead evolve into an exclusionary and 

marginalized, ghettoized subfield’ (Jackson 2007, p. 7). Third-space researchers can 

use this liminal position that is usually denounced as “too close for comfort” to 

advance transformative politics in their field of expertise.1     
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III. “How does this relate to Africa?” 

Hilde Jakobsen 

 

For over a decade I’ve been that annoying conference participant who asks the 

question above, and even calls perfectly good social science “provincial” because it 

only holds for the so-called “minority world” of EurAmerica. But even this annoying 

person recognizes that there may be good reasons why researchers concerned with 

ethical and intellectual rigour hesitate to apply their methods and theories to Africa. 

After all, when EurAmerican social scientists do engage with Africa and the Global 

South, they often end up contributing to ethnocentric tropes of “The West is Best”, 

“The Big Bad West”, and “The West and The Rest”. Some concrete examples of what 

kinds of African cases are relevant to critical criminology can help scholars think 

through this dilemma.  My past research from East Africa presents such examples as 

well as the implications of including them for general theories of social control and 

deviance. I will now present more recent examples from a crisis-ridden West African 

setting. 

 

 In the course of my work in Sierra Leone, I continually come across phenomena 

which critical criminology could help us understand better, and which critical 

criminology would be strengthened by engaging with. Since I am working not as a 

researcher but as an UN advisor on violence against women here, my analysis 

remains at a speculative level, but I hope these speculations will raise the curiosity of 

researchers hitherto hesitant to engage with Africa. 

 

For starters: prisons 

Before Christmas, I attended a graduation ceremony in the women’s prison.  The 

inmates were mostly mothers below thirty from relatively poor backgrounds, 

enrolled in literacy courses and dressed in school uniform. The manager told me the 

main offences were loitering, frequenting, theft and blackmail. She was visibly 

proud of the facilities.  The reason they were less grimy and run-down than other 

prisons was that they were originally built for an entirely different group of 

prisoners: the men charged with war crimes following the Liberian and Sierra 

Leonean civil war were famous, powerful, and charged with destroying thousands 

of lives. Thus they could not be subjected to the same prison conditions as their less 

harmful compatriots. A new one was built for them, and later converted to a 

women’s prison. However marginalized women who offended in their struggle for 
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survival did not need one private en-suite cell each as Charles Taylor and his cronies 

did. Seven women shared each cell.   

 

 

(Photo: Prison poster, Sierra Leone. Open source). 

 

Rule of Power 

Within African Studies, there is a strong seam of research on how the criminal justice 

system in Africa is used to protect the ruling regime more than to maintain law and 

order. Critical criminologists are missing from this discussion. 

 

The civil war looms large behind many conversations, yet is rarely mentioned.  But 

last week a colleague told me that she could see why some people said that the 

conditions that started the war were now here once again, and that what started the 

war was the increasing frustration that the courts, the police and the prisons were 

used to protect the powerful, and that there was no justice for the powerless. This 

was the day after a woman came furious and crying to her office, saying there’s no 

justice in this country, and that she was ready to burn it all down. She came straight 
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from court with a bundle of documents she said had been ignored by the judge, who 

had decided her influential husband was right to evict her from her home. This is the 

same anger that made society break out into civil war, said my colleague the next 

day.  

 

 
(Photo: Sierra Leone. Open source). 

 

Gender-based violence 

My mapping of how the police deal with violence against women in Sierra Leone 

includes the following three findings.  

 

First, the scaling up of the response to “gender-based violence” is about violence 

against children, not women. Whilst reports and convictions on statutory rape have 

surged, there are no convictions, and almost no reports on the rape of women.   

 

Secondly, whereas the law explicitly forbids mediation in domestic violence cases, 

the Family Support Unit to which domestic violence is first reported, routinely 

outsources the case to religious leaders and community elders to mediate as a first 
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resort. This matches the colonial and post-colonial tendency across the continent for 

the state to rule through non-state actors who have non-state rules, for reasons of 

expediency and cost-efficiency, in a way that disadvantages women.  

 

Thirdly, the informal social norms and hierarchies of interdependency of the 

communities in which women live, trump state laws and formal orders. Although 

the formal law is on their side, women who report men’s violence against them 

typically withdraw their complaint when community members accuse them of 

deviating from the informal norms and social orders of the community. This last 

finding challenges the dominant means of measuring progress on violence against 

women in the international community, namely to count the number of formal laws 

that have been passed across the world. 

Insofar as critical criminology is concerned with the role of power in social control 

and deviance, in criminal justice processes and institutions, in law and order and 

social harm, I find these issues relevant to the field.  I hope these examples, however 

incomplete and speculative my analysis of them, has piqued the interest of some 

readers, and that more European Group members will consider including African 

cases in their future work, and join the complex yet intriguing effort to non-

ethnocentric ways of doing so.  

 

 

 

 

Author Bio:  

Hilde Jakobsen works for UN Women on gender-based violence in Sierra Leone, 

Africa. She completed her PhD at the University of Bergen, Norway, and holds an 

M.Phil. in Criminology from Cambridge. Her publications investigate what is 

gendered about gender-based violence, how violence can constitute order, how 

community law enforcement can be imperialist, and how to make qualitative 

methods work in the Global South. 
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V. European Group Conferences 

 

 

 
 

Economic Crisis and Crime: From Global North to Global 
South  

44th Annual Conference of the European Group for the Study of Deviance and 
Social Control  

University of Minho  

Braga, Portugal  

1th, 2nd  and 3rd September 2016  

 
Although economic crisis is a global phenomenon, southern countries of Europe have been 
particularly affected. In Portugal, for example, quality of life has considerably decreased and 
the crisis has intensified exclusion, homelessness, emigration and enforced poverty.  
 
Taking into account the different realities of the crisis in the countries of the global north and 
south, this conference calls for papers exploring various manifestations of the crisis in 
different sectors of the criminal justice system and other public services. The conference will 
seek to address the following questions:  
 
Are patterns of crisis different in northern and southern Europe? Are state control and forms 
of resistance to the crisis different between the north and the south of Europe? How can we 
promote social justice in times of crisis? How can scholars contribute to reducing social 
inequality and the policies that promote social exclusion? How are activists and social 
movements dealing with the crisis in different countries? How can we involve citizens in the 
fight against state violence?  
 

We welcome papers on the themes below which reflect the general values and principles of 
the European Group. Please forward short abstracts of 150-300 words to the relevant stream 
coordinators by 31st March 2016.  

http://www.europeangroup.org/?q=node/99
http://www.europeangroup.org/?q=node/99
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Streams 

 
 

Fear and looting in the periphery: Approaching global crime and harm in (and 
from) the south(s) [Working group in progress)  

 Theoretical development of state-corporate crime and social  harm on / from 
the south(s)  

 Complex relations and connections between north and south.   

 International financial agencies, debt and the production of crime and harm.  

 Geographical production of crime and harm  

 Resistance from the south(s)  

 What is to be done about state-corporate crime?  

 Post-colonial criminology   
Contact: aleforero@ub.edu & djf@unizar.es & ignasi.bernat@udg.edu   
 

 
Crimes of the Powerful Working Group Stream 

 Corporate and State crimes/harms/violence  

 Resistance, contestation and class war  

 Economic, physical, emotional and social costs of crimes of the powerful  

 Power, harm, corruption and violence in institutions  

 Eco-harms and green criminology  

 Criminal justice, civil law, critical legal perspectives and social justice 
Contact: Samantha.Fletcher@staffs.ac.uk  
 
 
 
Social harm/Zemiology [Working group in progress)  

 Social harms of the financial crisis, recession and austerity  

 Social harms of neo-liberalism and other forms of social organization  

 Social harms of criminalization  

 Social harms of ‘war on terror’ (criminal justice and social policy 
interventions)  

 Social harms of border control  

 Social harms relating to gender, sexuality, age, ethnicity etc.  

 Methodological, epistemological, theoretical issues   
Contact: C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk &  S.Pemberton.1@bham.ac.uk  
 
 
 
 

mailto:aleforero@ub.edu
mailto:djf@unizar.es
mailto:ignasi.bernat@udg.edu
mailto:Samantha.Fletcher@staffs.ac.uk
mailto:C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:S.Pemberton.1@bham.ac.uk
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Prison, Punishment and Detention Working Group Stream 

 Resistance to control and prison  

 Immigration detention and forced removal  

 Prison and surveillance  

 Surveillance outside the prison  

 Semi-penal institutions  

 Punishment and structural violence 

 Genderisation of practices between prisons   

 The institutional genderisation of inmates  

 Gendered Violence in Prison  
Contact: Victoria.Canning@open.ac.uk  
  
 
 

Policing and Security Working Group Stream   
Post-crash policing: developments, implications and possibilities for resistance 

 Post-crash intensification of coercion and surveillance: criminalizing 
resistance  

 Policing the crisis in southern Europe: developments and comparisons  

 Capitalism, pacification and post-crash policing  

 Containing the police counterattack: problems and prospects for police 
accountability   

 Citizens, activists, communities, movements: possibilities for resistance and 
alternative political programs  

 Contact: g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk  
 
  

 

Criminalizing children and young people 

 From marginalization to crime  

 Institutional violence in the care system for children and young people   

 Regulating the behavior of youth  

 Comparative perspectives in youth justice 
Contact: pcmartins@psi.uminho.pt 
  

mailto:Victoria.Canning@open.ac.uk
mailto:g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk
mailto:pcmartins@psi.uminho.pt
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V. News from Europe and around the world 

 

 

NSFK RESEARCH SEMINAR 2016 

 

The Scandinavian Research Council for Criminology 
will convene its 58th research seminar in 2016. The 
seminar will take place in Iceland 1-4 May 2016. 
 
New challenges in criminology; can old theories be 
used to explain or understand new crimes? 
 

Modern society is facing new challenges, and concerns have been voiced whether 
conventional theories and criminal justice systems are adequately equipped to tackle 
new forms of crime and victimization. Among others the following can be mentioned: 
Cybercrime, hate crime, economic crime, immigration and crime, human trafficking, 
stalking and transnational crime. 
 
In addition to the general theme, presentations concerning other topics are also 
welcome. Therefore, the seminar is expected to include other research projects and 
both Nordic researchers and practitioners are encouraged to participate and present 
their research. 
 
If there are too many applicants compared to the number of places at the seminar 
those applicants who are planning to give a presentation will be given preference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nsfk.org/Page/ID/544/NSfK-Research-Seminar-2016
http://www.nsfk.org/Page/ID/544/NSfK-Research-Seminar-2016
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The Middlesex University School of Law welcomes you to attend: 

Dirty Money 
Financial crime after the crisis 

 

Wednesday 3 February 2016 (4-6pm) 
 

A seminar on the aftermath of the 2008 crisis in the financial world. 
 

 
       Room: CG10 

Middlesex University 
School of Law 

The Burroughs 
London NW4 4BT 

 
 

Speakers: 
John Christensen (Director, Tax Justice Network) 

‘Has Britain succumbed to the finance curse?’ 
 

Professor Vincenzo Ruggiero (Middlesex University) 
‘Financial crime: business as usual’ 

 
Professor Ronen Palan (City University) 

‘How Corporation use offshore special purpose vehicles and hybrid structures to avoid 

and evade taxation’ 

 
Professor David Lewis (Middlesex University) 

‘Whistleblowing in the fight against financial crime’ 
 

Chair: Dr Rodolfo Leyva 

 
 

All students and colleagues welcome. If you wish to attend, please 
contact Professor Vincenzo Ruggiero: V.Ruggiero@mdx.ac.uk 



 

A BIG THANKS to all the European Group members for 

making this newsletter successful.  

 

 

 

 

 (Photo 
(Photo: P.J. Ystehede) 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to contribute to this newsletter by sending any 

information that you think might be of interest to the Group to 

Ida/Per/Kevin at : europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com 

 

Also feel free to contribute with discussions or comments on the 

published material in the newsletter  

 

If you want to subscribe to the newsletter, please send a mail to 

europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com  

 

Please send it in before the 25th of each month if you wish to have 

it included in the following month’s newsletter. Please provide a 

web link (wherever possible). 

 

mailto:europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com
mailto:europeangroupcoordinator@gmail.com

